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' PREFATORY NOTE 


Military Training Pamphlet No. 23—Operations—is the 
main title of a series of panrphlets which will contain the 
latest ideas on subjects dealt with in Field menvave Regulations, 
Volume IT, 1925. 


Pamphlets already issued are :— 


Part I—General principles, fighting foope. and their 
characteristics (with supplement). 


II—Defence. 


IlJ—Appreciations, orders, intercommunication and 
movements. 


IV—Protection. 
V—tThe use of gas in the field. 
VI—Withdrawal. 


VII—Employment of air forces in direct support of 
the Army. 


VilI—River crossings. 


I1X—The Infantry Division in the attack. 


( 





iii 


CONTENTS 


DISTRIBUTION See pe are E peices aes 1V 


) 
7 pn de dy ttn te nan Ape in diahea 


CHAPTER I.—APPRECIATIONS _ 
DOC | Page 
| 1 Appreciations es re 


CHAPTER II,—_ORDERS. 
Types of orders .. = a or 
Orders for operations. General principles 

The issue of operation orders .. sich S a 
Form of orders, instructions,: etc, 333 Siete Ce 
Orders for moves by road 1 


o> Ot 69 bo 
mM OOD NH 








_ MESSAGES 
7 General sa 3 es; is a éiz EG 
8 Date 4 on ide Soe a 3S 16 
9 Time ie SS os Sts — ae ee 
10===Place =", oi ee eee es ve 18 
It: -“Messages 35 2 - ae r P a oe? TOs 
CHAPTER IV.—SIGNALS. RESPONSIBILITY AND. 
: 3 CONTROL . 
12 Responsibility .. gc PEE 8 Pe x x24 
13° Means of intercommunication and their characteris- 
ae tics AS is a ee ee he si 26 
14 Organization of R. Signals... ss Ps ee | 
15 Organization of intercommunication .. = Seon 
16. Control by formation commanders .. 33 ‘we 9 
17 Organization of wireless communication a eee) 
18 Communication with Royal Air Force . ve sod 
_ CHAPTER V.—SIGNALS SECURITY 
19 Wireless security 32 


20. Security of line telegraphy and telephony 84 
21 Security of despatch riders. vs a : 
22 Code names as aes seus ey ngs ve ee 84 


CHAPTER Vi._MOVEMENTS. 
Superseded by M.T.P. No. 47-—Movement by Road. 


CHAPTER I1.—RULES FOR DRAFTING ORDERS AND | 


» d4. 





iv 


APPENDICES 
Appendix a 
I Administrative matters which may require con- 

sideration in the preparation of orders .. .. 3d 
Il Specimen march or movement table Ss 3 2 
lll Gpecituen bus table... 3. +s ps 

IV Abbreviated titles, addresses, distinguishing letters” 
and other abbreviations .. eS es ee 89 
V Specimen signal messages .. Se aS 60 
VI Instructions for allotment of code names .. <2 20D 


VII-IX Superseded by M.T.P. No. 47—Movement by Road. 


The scale of distribution is the same as for Pamphlet No. 23, 
Part I. | 


DISTRIBUTION 





~~ 


MILITARY TRAINING PAMPHLET 
No. 23 


PART’ ITI—1939 


APPRECIATIONS, ORDERS, INTERCOMMUNICATION 
AND MOVEMENTS 


CHAPTER I 


APPRECIATIONS 
1. Appreciations 


i, An appreciation is a review of a military problem or 
situation based on all available information and culminating 
in a plan of the action to be taken to meet the situation. The — 
following sections deal primarily with tactical appreciations ; 
strategical appreciations, which are likely to require special 
treatment, are not fully considered. : 


2. Appreciations will vary from those when adequate time 
is available to consider and record on paper every known or 
surmised fact&r that may bear on the situation to those when 
time is of the greatest importance and a rapid mental survey 


is all that is possible. 


Whenever time is available the appreciation should be 
committed to paper. Even if this can be done only in the 
form of brief notes it should ensure a more balanced review of 
all factors than is possible from a mental summary. 


3. In war, where there is an unending succession of dis- 
turbing influences, a methodical consideration of the problem 
will be possible only if the mind is trained to work to an 
accepted sequence of thought. 3 

Constant practice is essential, until, as a matter of habit, a 
rapid review of all the facts leads logically to the formulation 
of a sound plan. 


4. All appreciations whether written or mental, will be in 
the following accepted logical sequence :— 
i. The object to be attained. __ 
ii. Factors which affect the attainment of the object. 
iii. Courses of action open to the writer and to the enemy. 
iv. The plan. 


2 


5, The heading of the appreciation, if it is committed to 
writing, will be in the following form :— 
; Appreciation of the Situation 
| by | 
(Name or designation of officer from whose point of view the 
7 222 appreciation is written) | c 
hee ae ++. (place) at....++. hts::(time) on.......- (date). 


6. The object 


The bed rock of an appreciation is a correct definition of - 


the ‘object’ to be .attained. This must be clearly and 
accurately stated since if this definition is inaccurate or 
ambiguous the whole appreciation will be founded on a wrong 
basis and will almost inevitably lead to a faulty plan. 


The ‘‘objective’’, e.g. a locality the capture of which will - 


most rapidly and economically result in the attainment of the 


object, will emerge as a result of the appreciation. It is. 
important that there should be no premature confusion of the 


two terms “object” and ‘‘ objective.” 


The object of a junior commander will often be defined for 


him in the orders of his superior. He must take full account 
of any qualifying instructions such as a limit of time by which 
the object must be attained. 


7. Factors 


An appreciation will not be complete unless full. weigh* 
is given to every factor which may have an influence on the 
attainment of the object. : | 

It is important to treat each -one on its. own 
merits. The influence which it is likely to exert on the 
attainment of the object must be recorded in the form of a 
definite deduction. If no deduction can be made, it is probable 
that the influence of that particular factor is negligible and it 
should be omitted from the (written) appreciation. The 
review will begin naturally with those factors which appear 
likely to have the greatest influence on the situation. 
If no one factor appears to be of outstanding importance it 
will generally be found advisable to consider initially the 
- position, strength (including probable reinforcements), arma- 
ments and moral of the enemy in relation to one’s -own 
forces. Subsequently each factor should be taken in logical 


sequence. In a well arranged appreciation each deduction © 


leads naturally to the next, so that the whole becomes a 
logical and reasoned argument leading up to the plan. 
It is important not to give undue weight to the effect of any 
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one factor or to allow it to influence the appreciation towards 
a definite course of action. until all the others have been 
considered and their combined influence summarized. 

A distinction must be drawn between established facts and 
assumptions since on the accuracy of the latter will depend 
the soundness of the inferences drawn. 3 ita 


8. Other factors which may influence the attainment of the 
object in an appreciation may be :— : 


i. Ground—which invariably has a preponderating 
influence on all tactical operations and can never 
be neglected. ne 


li. Time and space—an essential consideration in 
practically every military operation. - 


iii. Weather—The importance.of this -factor will vary 
considerably, though its influence on fire plans 
which include the use of smoke can seldom be 
ignored. 


iv. Time of the yeav—The hours of daylight or, conversely, 
darkness will influence considerations of surprise 
and security in all operations, especially those in 
which large movements of troops are concerned. . 


v. Phases of the moon—It will often be of importance to 
consider whether any hours of complete darkness 
occur after sunset, or before sunrise, _ 


vi. Secuvity—The need to provide a reasonable security 
cannot be neglected. ; 


vil. Communications—Supply and transport, or the lack 
of them, will influence every plan. 


vili. Water supply—Often of great importance in tropical . _ 
countries. 


5 we The above list is by no méans exhaustive and no factor 
' bearing on the problem can be neglected with impunity. 


— 


9. Courses open to both forces 


In considering the courses of action open to the two 
Opponents it will generally be desirable to take first the 


_ courses open to that force which has the initiative. 


If the courses open to the writer are taken first, the final 
decision as to which is to be adopted must be left until due 


af 


consideration has been given to the possibility of counter- 
measures open to the enemy. | 7 Gees 

. The arguments for and against each course should -be — 
summarised. As regards the courses open to the enemy it is 
essential to assume that he will do the sensible thing, and to be 
prepared for such action on his part as will be best designed to 
counter one’s own plan. eek | : 

This section of the appreciation should end with a statement — 

as to which of the courses under review is to be adopted as 
the plan. : : eee 


10. The plan should be definite and clear. eee 
It should be stated as. concisely as is compatible with the & 
_ inclusion of sufficient detail for a staff officer to be able to draft 
the orders required to put it into effect. __ i 
An appreciation may often be illustrated by maps or 
diagrams with advantage as its salient points may thereby 
be grasped more quickly. : Te ee ee 
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‘CHAPFER I 
ORDERS 


2. Types of orders 


a 1. Standing orders 


_ The object of standing orders is to adapt existing regulations 
to local conditions, and to avoid repetition in routine and ~ 
operation orders. on! mets 

_ Standing orders are of a more permanent nature than routine 
orders, and must be confined to essentials which are not liable 


_ to alteration. They should contain nothing which contradicts 


existing regulations, nor should repetition of such regulations 


_ be included. = 


2. Routine ovders | : 

‘The object of routine orders is to ensure wide publicity for 
matters of general administrative interest, thereby reducing 
correspondence and the duplication of returns.. Sees 

Routine orders are prepared by all branches of the staff and 
issued by the A.G.’s branch. They should be issued on a fixed 
distribution list and on a wide scale, in order to reduce to a 


“minimum, the necessity for repetitions in the orders of 


subordinate formations. : | 
Routine orders are designated by the title of the formation 


s from which they emanate, those issued by G.H.Q. being 


entitled “General routine orders,’’ and those by an army 
headquarters “Army routine orders.’? .In each formation — 
routine orders will be numbered consecutively, each subsequent 


issue continuing the serial numbers, | 
,. Although subordinate commanders should normally refrain 


_,lrom repeating extracts .of orders received from higher 


formations in their own orders, an exception may be made 


‘in the case of important routine orders, which, to ensure a 


fuiler distribution, may be published in the routine orders of 
subordinate formations and units. Where it is essential in 
the opinion of a superior that a routine order should be 
republished in this manner, he will so order it in the text of . 
the routine order concerned. Risky eee 
- Routine orders will be issued in place of citcular letters’ 


wherever applicable. 


3. Operation orders 


The object of operation orders is to bring about a course of 
action in accordance with the intentions of the commander 
and with full co- -operation between all arms and services. 
Further rules for their issue are given in Secs. 3, 4 and 5. 


4, Operation instructions 


_. Operation instructions are used igiead of, or to supplement, 
operation orders when it is necessary to place. a subordinate 
commander in a position in which he must act on his own 


judgment. These instructions will give the subordinate 4” q 
commander all available information likely to affect the & 
performance of his task, and will state clearly the object to 


be attained, but will leave the methods to his discretion. 
They should include a brief statement of.the courses open to 
the enemy, and of his probable action, as well as a forecast of 
the action of the commander issuing the instruction. 


Operation instructions should be sparingly used. They will | 


usually be couched in less formal terms than orders. When 
special considerations of secrecy demand it, such instructions 
_may be addressed to a commander personally. If it is essential 
that a commander. should be informed of the scope of an 
operation instruction issued to another commander, a copy of 
the instruction may be issued to him for information. 


5. Administrative orders 


The matters on which administrative orders may be necessary 
are given in Appendix I. The staff is responsible that heads 


of services and their representatives are kept informed of so — 


much of the intentions of the commander as it may be necessary 
for them to know in order that they may carry out their work 
efficiently. 


8. Orders for operations. General principles 


1, An order must contain only what the recipient requires . 
to know in order to carry out his task. An attempt to prescribe ’¥’ 


to a subordinate commander at a distance anything that. he, 


with a fuller knowledge of local conditions, should be able to 


_ decide on the spot will be avoided. 


270 framing orders for operations, the general principle 


is that the object to be attained, with such information as 
affects its attainment, will be briefly but clearly stated: the 
actual method of attaining the object will be given in sufficient 
detail to ensure co-ordination of effort, but so as not to interfere 


7 


| with the initiative of subordinate commanders, who should be 
left freedom of action in all matters which they can or should 
arrange for themselves. 3 


3. So that all parts of a force may understand clearly the 
task allotted to each part and thus be able to co-operate fully, 
the whole of the orders for any particular operation by the 

| force should, wherever possible, be embodied in one operation 
order and not in a series of separate orders to different parts 
| of the force. , : 


Bs] = ¢. When a detachment is made, its commander will be 

ss - specified in the order. If the detachment is composed of 
different units, a rendezvous must be arranged at which 
representatives of units will meet the appointed commander 
or his representative. 3 - aS 


5. Notwithstanding the greatest skill and care in framing 
orders, . unexpected - circumstances may render the precise 
execution of an order unsuitable or impracticable. In such 
circumstances the following principles will guide the recipient 
of an order in deciding his course of action. 


i. A formal order will never be departed from either in 
letter or spirit so long as the officer who issued 
it is present, or there is time to report to him and 
await a reply without losing an opportunity or 
endangering the force concerned. | 


‘il. If the above conditions cannot be fulfilled, a departure 
from either the spirit or the letter of an order is 
justified if the subordinate who assumes the © 
responsibility bases his decision on some fact 
which could not be known to the officer who issued 

: the order, and if he is satisfied that he is acting as 
es his superior would order him to act were he present. 


| iii. If a subordinate neglects to depart from the letter of 
_ his orders when such departure, in the circum- 


a wa poe! ’ stances of sub-para. ii, above, is Clearly demanded, | 
eee. : he will be held responsible for any failure that 
may ensue, - | : 


iv. Should a subordinate find it necessary to depart from 
an order, he will immediately inform the issuer of 
it, and the commanders of any neighbouring units 
likely to be affected. e eee 


6. In emergency, an order may be given to a subordinate 
commander without being’ passed through the usual official 
channels. The commander who issues such an. order will 


“wy 
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inform the intermediate authorities concerned and neigh- 

pouring formations likely to be affected. The recipient of the 

_ order will inform his immediate superior of its receipt and of 
the action taken on it. | ts 


7", Occasions may arisé when orders are lacking, but when 
it is evident that some action is essential. Success will then 
‘depend on the initiative and powers of decision of subordinate 

commanders, who must always be ready to accept 
responsibility. , 

4. The issue of operation orders : 3 


1. The success of an operation will depend largely on the ' 
speedy preparation, issue and execution of orders. : 


In order to minimize delay in the preparation and execution 


of orders the following points require attention :— 


i, All those required to assist the commander in the 
preparation of his plan, with advice, or by 
reconnaissance, must be immediately available 
when-wanted. oS 
_ di. Since the preparation of orders in all formations and 
-.. units is to some extent dependent on the receipt of 
orders from above, every commander must — 
endeavour to keep his subordinates supplied with 
sufficient information to ensure that the work of 
preparation proceeds simultaneously throughout . 
the chain of command. — 


iii. Where troops have to. move a considerable distance to 
- * their battle positions they must, consistent with 
the need for secrecy, be given early warning in 
order that the move, particularly of commanders, 
may begin in advance of final orders allotting the 
actual tasks in battle. This principle applies 
equally to preliminary moves of ammunition and 

other stores. nua 


‘Time will nearly always be saved by the issue of a shorg-  y 
warning order. Such an order can often direct troops toy. d 
move to rendezvous preparatory to deployment. It should = 
generally givea brief warning of the operation to be undertaken, 
orders as to any preparatory action necessary and a statement. 
as to when_operation orders will be issued. _ It will usually 


. be telegraphic in form and should start with. the words- 


~“ Warning Order.” 


9. A commander can save time, and can impress his will and 
inspire confidence in the success of an operation far more 
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_ easily through verbal orders, if well issued, than by pages of 
_ written orders. He will, therefore, often find it desirable to — 
assemble his subordinate commanders before an operation to 
explain his plan and issue his orders. If all subordinate 
commanders cannot be assembled at the same. time, he must. 


issue his verbal orders more than once. 


. “Conferences at which orders are issued must not be allowed 
_ to develop into discussions. Any. consultation with sub- 
ordinates that may be required should be held before the 

= = are issued. 3 : aes 


od When issuing verbal orders, commanders will employ the 
Same sequence as written orders (see Sec..5). Indefinite or 
‘badly delivered verbal orders may do much to destroy confi- . 


dence in success. 


_ When there is adequate time, verbal orders will be confirmed 
in writing. It is, however, a waste of time to confirm in writing 
orders on which action has already been completed. Verbal 
orders should be checked before the recipients depart from the 
conference whenever possible. This-can be done by checking 

‘marked maps and notes and especially in the case of units 
and sub-units by making recipients in turn repeat portions 
of the order. ~ | ens ; 


[ _8. The method of issuing orders will vary in accordance 
| with the nature of the situation. Commanders and staff will © 
adopt the quickest and surest method applicable to the 
circumstances. The following are some of the methods which 
may be employed. :— : Bee a nee 

i. Orders may be sent by liaison officers, due care being 

taken to ensure that marked maps do not fall into 

enemy hands. Orders to armoured formations | 

and units may often. be issued by R/T. ) 


ee li, Orders may be issued in more than one stage, an outline 


a ww plan being issued first to allow subordinate 

+ he Oy. a commanders to ,begin their preliminary arrange- 

F - ments, followed later by either verbal or written 
orders. — ? 


iii. Outline orders can sometimes be issued in writing 
immediately before verbal orders ane given out. 
Ample space should be left between paragraphs in 
which details can be filled in. | eae 


iv. Orders given out verbally can be taken down by a _ 
. Staff officer and, if suitable arrangements for 
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reproduction have been made, it may be possible 
to issue copies for subordinate commanders to 
take away with them when the conference is over. 


vy. A staff officer can make notes while the verbal orders 
are being given and confirm the orders subsequently 
in writing. These confirming orders will be studied 
for any modifications to the verbal orders, though 
the issuer of the order should indicate whether any 
modifications have been made. When it is 
impossible to issue a complete confirming order 
in time, such an order should be confined to 
essential points, such as objectives, starting lines, 
boundaries, routes and times. It must not be so 
short, however, that those not. present when the 
verbal orders were issued will be unable to 
co-operate. 3 

vi. Tracings may be used to shorten the length of a written 
order. : : 

vii. Parts of an order which take some time to prepare, 
e.g. barrage maps, may be sent out after the main 
order. 


4. Orders must be checked and it is advisable to detail an 
officer to check all map references as orders are issued. 


5. If orders are sent by telephone they will be written down 
by the recipient and repeated back to the sender. When 
sent by radio-telephony they will not be repeated back. 


6. Alternative methods of communication should be 
employed whenever it is necessary to send an important 
message by liaison officer or despatch rider and when the 
circumstances are such that an immediate acknowledgment of 
the receipt of the message cannot be expected. 


5. Form of orders, instructions, reports and messages 


1, Written orders, instructions and reports must be precise, ~ 
and as brief as is consistent with clearness. They must be 
easily legible, must be timed, and must be signed by the 
‘sender, who wall give his rank, appointment, and formation 
or unit. Paragraphs should be numbered to facilitate reference. . 


9. The need for clarity combined with brevity is even 
greater in the writing of messages, and superfluous words, 
- headings and numbering of paragraphs must be avoided. In 


CIES 


tt ° 


messages the appointment and formation will not be given 
after the signature. Detailed instructions for drafting orders 
and messages are given in Chapter III. eo 


3. No matter how complete, how appropriate and how 
correctly drawn up a written order may be, it fails of its 
purpose if it does not arrive in time. The commander who 
issues an order is responsible that it reaches his subordinates 
in time to enable them to make all the necessary preparations, 
including reconnaissances and the framing and issue of their 
own orders, before troops are committed to action in execution 


of the order. When detailed operation orders cannot be issued 


in sufficient time to enable the troops to make these necessary 
preparations, a ‘“‘ warning order’’ should. be issued, which 
shouid givesufficient information to enable preparationsto begin. 


4, In deciding upon the form of orders the recipient must be » 
considered ; and also the possibly adverse conditions under 
which he will have to read orders. Matter affecting only some 
of the addressees should be shown in an appendix with a 


‘correspondingly limited distribution. 


5. A recognized form: and sequence should always -be 
followed as closely as practicable, since this makes important 
omissions less likely, and assists subordinates, who can more 
easily grasp the meaning of an order issued in a form with 
which they are familiar. | me | 

The form is as follows, though headings which are not 
relevant should be omitted, particularly when orders are sent 


by telegraph or wireless. 


SECRET, 
Bee eee aa ae sign oak Dae ack ae Operation Order No....... 
(Formation or Unit) Copy:N6: see ase 
ete Map. ier arr i eaees | Date fresh eee es ‘ 


INFORMATION 


Regarding the enemy.—A summary of the information on 
which the plan is based, so far as the recipients require to 
know it, and any reasonable deductions fromthe information 
so given. , a 


hegarding our own tvoops.—A summary of the situation and 
intentions of any neighbouring troops, whose action may affect: 
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the action of the fecipicnt of the order. A higher commander’s 


intention will be repeated in the orders of subordinates only. 


when, and so far as, it is essential to do so. ese 

In the interests of secrecy, it will often be advisable to 
include it in the order in outline only ; the intention may then 
be amplified separately, either verbally or in writing. 


INTENTION 


A clear, concise and decisive statement of what the 
commander intends to achieve. The intention stated should 


not exceed what is to be effected by the plan embodied in the 
order, and should normally be drafted by the commander 


himself : - it should be expressed in the future imperative 


tense, ie. ‘‘ will.” Alternative intentions depending on 


developments should not be given in operation orders. 


METHOD 


A statement of the tasks “allotted to formations or units, in 
sufficient detail to ensure co-operation. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 


A statement of the general administrative arrangements SO 
far as all recipients of the order require to know them. 

It may be convenient to issue details of administrative 
arrangements separately, either as an appendix or in 


-administrative orders. 


INTERCOMMUNICATION 


Such paragraphs as are necessary regarding inter- 


communication, e.g. :— 
Location of headquarters. 


Routes to be followed by headquarters of subordinate 
formations. 
3 Liaison duties. 


Orders for wireless silence or other restrictions on the use 
of wireless. 
Allotment of R.A.F. wireless tenders. 


Any pie ne ueDe stengis 


ACKNOWLEDGE 


(Signature, rai, and appointment 
of officer signing order)......... AOS Gale wetere wears 


Manion OF ISSUE 
TIME OF SIGNATURE 


wentiemnartes 


‘ 
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_ DISTRIBUTION 


The list of addressees to whom copies of the orders are 
issued will be included in all copies. The number of copies 
should be kept as low as possible, both in the interests of 


— secrecy and because of the difficulties of reproduction in. the 


field === oar ee: 
The distribution list should be in the order :— 


~ Own subordinate formations or units. 
Attached troops. . 
. Formations and units co-operating. 
Own commander. 
Own staff. ae 
‘Own services. 
File and war diary. 


Operation orders, operation instructions and administrative 
orders must be immediately acknowledged by all. recipients 
as a matter of routine. ; ; 


5. In principle, a commander’s orders are issued only to 
those who are required to take action on them. Copies to 
flank formations or units will usually be issued for information — 
to ensure effective co-operation. A copy will not be sent to | 
the next higher formation, unless ordered or as the most 
convenient means of keeping a superior in touch with the | 
situation. . ae 


The issue-of a sufficient number of copies of a commander’s 
operation orders to his immediately subordinate commanders 


for distribution to the formations or units under.their command _ 


should be very exceptional; but it may on occasion be 
convenient to distribute appendices (see para, 6, below) 


containing long or complicated arrangements which would 


otherwise have to be repeated in the orders of lower 
formations. ~~ : See e 


_ A subordinate commander who issues copies of his superior’s 


_. orders without receiving permission to do so will be responsible 


for having made known any information contained in them. 


6. The body of the order should contain“ nly the essentia 
outline of the plan and it will usually be advisable to place in 
appendices such matter as details of the fire plan, or orders 


to the air force or reconnoitring troops. 


ere ae pe perenne 


TRG ey 


ee ee ee eee 
FEE sre 8 eorpa reer 
ore petorwerataeetitetatenned 


Se 





“4 


6. Orders for moves by road . 

1, Whenever possible, marching and mechanized columns 
should. be allotted separate roads. When this is not possible, 
arrangements should be made for mechanized columns to move 
forward. after the marching columns have reached their 
destination, or to move through the latter while they are 
halted clear of the road. 7 EE 


2. A warning order giving the approximate earliest time of 
start should be issued as early as possible.. Orders for the 
move of reconnaissance or advance parties, or for the establish- 
ment of control posts for M.T. moves, which will usually have 
to be issued in advance of operation orders, may be combined 
with the warning order. 7 = | 


3. In an operation order for a move by road, troops will 
normally be detailed in their order of movement. If, however, 
a separate commander is appointed for a body of troops, 
e.g. an advanced guard, he will be specified and the troops 
placed under his command will be detailed in order of 


seniority of arms and units, their order of march being left to 


the commander to arrange. 

The detail of troops. will be shown either in the body of the 
order or on a separate march or movement table attached to 
the order as an appendix. A specimen march table is given 
at Appendix II. Separate tables should be prepared for 
mechanized and for marching columns. If both types of 
column are using the same road a cross reference must be made 
showing the total time and space taken ‘up by the other 
column. A specimen table for use when troops are moved 
by M.T.is given in Appendix III. OF miu 
_ The preparation of orders for the move of mechanized 
columns requires a knowledge of certain technical con- 
siderations which are discussed in Military Training Pamphlet 
No. 47. : mS | rt 

To keep operation orders for a move as simple as possible, 
matter that applies generally to all moves of a formation or 


unit should be included in its standing orders. Many points, 


however, are adequately dealt with in Field Service Pocket 
Book, Pamphlet No. 6, Mechanized Movement by Road. 


4; When a fom ae oti is to move, a starting point, which 
the head of the main body is to pass at a certain time, is laid 
down in the operation order. If troops are not all quartered 
together it may be necessary for the commander to fix more 
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than one starting point, so as to enable subordinate commands 
to take their place in the column punctually without 
unnecessary fatigue to the troops and without crossing. the 
line of approach of other commands. Each subordinate 
commander must fix his own local starting point and the time 
the head of his command must pass it so as to be able to pass 
the higher formation starting point at the hour specified. 
When commands are broken up for administration and 
discipline in quarters, the responsibility for the arrangements 


for the resumption of the march by the troops quartered in an — 


area rests with the area commander as far as the starting 


‘point fixed by the superior command. 


In fixing a starting point for marching troops, care must be 
taken that each unit reaches it by moving forward in the 
direction of the march. 7 . . 

Should the move begin in the dark, special arrangements for 
marking the starting point must be made and notified in the 
Operation order, — - Sel 


5. A dispersal point is necessary on each route used. At 
this point the column is split up into subordinate formations 
and units, and the responsibility of the higher formation for 
movement ends. To.avoid congestion at the dispersal point 
it is essential that arrangements for dispersal should be made 
beforehand,.and for mechanized columns these will include the - 
organization by subordinate formations and units of a complete’ 
system of traffic control from dispersal point to destinations. 


6. Staff officers must have; ready for reference, the strengths 
of units, showing the road space oscupied by them in column 
of route, including the recognized distances between sub-units, 
and the time taken to pass a given point. They must know 


QL 


the number of vehicles in mechanized columns and the speed 


and density ordered for the move. 

They must also know the billeting accommodation and 
parking space required, and must be able to estimate the 
amount of cover required for the concealment of bivouacs 
and vehicles. | = ‘ 
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CHAPTER II — 


RULES FOR DRAFTING ORDERS, INSTRUCTIONS, 


REPORTS AND MESSAGES 


7. General 


1. Except when code names are used (see Sec. 22), units and _ 


formations will be described by the authorized abbreviations 


given in Appendix IV which contains also instructions for their 


use. Ordinal numbers written as words will be used to denote 
armies, e.g. First. (Second, etc.) Army. Cardinal numbers 
(written as figures) will be used to denote particular formations 


or units (e.g. 1 Div (Ist Division), 2 R.W.K. (2nd Battalion, 


The Royal West Kent Regt.) ). Otherwise-numbers will be 
written as words, eg.: ‘‘ Two med btys are placed under 


-.-comd:3: div: 


When it is desired to refer to a unit or formation from which 
a portion is excluded, the unit or formation will be named and 
the words ‘less . . .”’ used, 6.8.3.0 2. / ice 


_ 9 div less two inf bdes.”’ - 
‘| RF less two coys.” 


39:Place; personal, code and regimental names, and the 
word ‘‘ NOT ” should always be written in block capitals. | 


3. Indefinite terms such as ‘‘ dawn,”’ ‘‘ dusk,’’ should never 
be used; conditional terms such as ‘‘ as soon as possible,”’ 
should,” ‘ may.’’ are dangerous, and will be used only when 
it is not possible to be more definite. . 


~ 


4. Unless otherwise stated, the time and place of arrival of 


a body of troops refer to the head of the main body. 


3 | 8. Date | 
1. All orders, instructions, reports and messages must ‘be 
dated. Dates will be written in the form “‘ 3 Sep 39.” The 


names of months will be abbreviated by the use of the first 
three letters. : . 


2. A night will be described by both dates over which the 
night extends, e.g. : : i 

“night 29/30Sep.”7 = 

“ night 30 Sep/} Oct.” 


; 
~ ef 


ye 
~«t. — ™ 
ARH 
se : . 


Th 


- AONE Nana emia Nee wae Bench bomen 


~— 


: 
> 
é 
f 
7 
- ia 
Kt 
2 ' 
Yan 3 - y Z 
S a ‘ 
jee ' 
in dae 


* 


LPT Ee At teat ty et Eee ether tr ate ree tite 


IL 
9. ‘Lime | 


I. Time will be described by reference to the 24-hour clock. © 
Groups of four figures followed by ‘‘ hrs” will be used. The 
first two figures represent the hour and the last two the minutes 
past the hour. . : 7 : 


Examples (Date—3 Sep) : | 

“0001 hrs’? : one minute past midnight, night 2/3 Sep. 
“0900 hrs’: nine o’clock in the morning, LPS S 
“1200 hrs’: noon, © = 7 : 

~ 1635 hrs’: twenty-five minutes to five in the afternoon. 
“ 2400 hrs ’’: midnight 3/4 Sep. : 


2. When plans are being drawn up which are to be carried 
out in accordance with a time-table, it will be usual to base 
the timings on a time known as “‘ zero hour.’’; this enables 
arrangements to be made in detail without the hecessity of - 
fixing or disclosing, until it is convenient to.do so, the actual 
moment when the operation will begin. It will be the 
Tesponsibility of the commander who issues the orders for an 
operation. to define what constitutes zero hour for that 
particular operation: in attack, it will normally be the hour. 


at which the leading troops of the attack cross their starting | 


line. Action tobe taken before or after zero hour will norm ally 
be timed from zero in minutes, and all figures will be read as 
minutes unless otherwise stated, e.g. Z—10, or Z + 4 hrs, 


3. i. In “communication between units (including inter- 
service communication) in the same time-keeping area, the 
local time of the area will be used both for “ times of origin ’” 


and times occurring in the subject-matter of a message. 


_ Times will not be followed by the group LT. 


ll. In communicating with any authority that is in a 


- different time-keeping area, or whose whereabouts are: not 


<nown, G.M.T. will be used for all purposes, and all times in 
the subject-matter and “ time of origin ’”’ will be followed by 


S the group GMT. This method will be used in all cases when 


any possible doubt may arise as to the recipient understanding 
references to local time, and is applicable in peace and war 
except for a specially planned combined operation for which 


Special instructions are issued, 


lii. In any case the same standard time must be used both 
in the body of the message and for “‘ time of origin.”’ 


id 
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10. Piace 


1. The name of a place at which a headquarters is situated 


or from or to which a message is despatched will never be given. 


unless it is essential to ensure correct transmission or delivery, 


' or to make the sense plain. 


2. Names of places will be written in block eapiale thus— 


es LONDON, exactly as spelt on the maps in use. If more than 


one place of the same name exists, misunderstanding must 
be avoided by the use of a map reference. 


3. If a-map is referred to, the one used must be specified 
unless, in the knowledge of the sender, no confusion can arise 


by the omission of the information. When a map is specified, 


its description will be given under the heading of an order, 


instruction or report, and at the beginning of a message, e. g. 5 


‘Ref. Map 1 inch to 1 mile Sheet 114 WINDSOR.” 


4. Points will be described either by co-ordinates (if -a 
squared or gridded map is available); or by giving the 
distance and direction from some easily found reference point, 
€.§.: 

‘eo TOS. 04 mile SW of HASELEY.” 

‘SXTds. 2252 from HASELE Y CHURCH.” 


“XX rds. } mile SW of second E in (NOT ‘of’) 


HASELEY”’ (the letter referred to being underlined 
except in messages to be transmitted by signal in which 
the underlining. of individual letters of a wrOrdes cannot be 


7 transmitted). 


5. The four cardinal points of the compass will be written 


in full, abbreviations with the letters “N,’’ “5S,” “E” and _ 


“W” being used to denote intermediate points, e.g. : 
“ South of HASELEY ” not “S of HASELEY.” | 
‘“SW of HASELEY ” not © South-West of HASELEY. 2: 


6. Roads will be indicated by Biice names on here care 


being taken to name sufficient places to ensure that the road 
intended is followed: The word ‘road ’’ will precede, not 


follow, the place names, e.g. ‘‘ rd BAGSHOT-CAMBERLEY ” 
not ‘* BAGSHOT-CAMBERLEY rd”. _ Railways. may be 
simile rly described. 7 
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7. An area will be’ described by taking the northernmost 
point first, and giving the remaining points in clockwise order. 

Positions will be described from right to left looking towards 
the enemy. 3 ; 


8. Boundaries, if generally parallel to the line of advance 
or withdrawal, will be described from rear to front in advance, 
or attack, and from front to rear in defence and withdrawal. — 
If generally parallel to the front line, they will be described 
from right to left. =< : 

In detailing boundaries between units and formations, the 
words “inclusive”? or “ exClusive,’’ abbreviated to ‘incl ” 
or “ excl,’’ will be used. These words should be written before 


the place to which they refer. A locality will be described as 


inclusive or exclusive to the unit or formation to which the 
writer belongs, rather than as exclusive or inclusive to another. 

In an operation order, it is usually convenient to place all 
details of boundaries, including—so far as necessary—those 
laid down by a higher formation, in the ‘“‘ Method ” paragraphs 
(see Sec. 5, 4).- = 


9. River banks may be described as... right--or.-“" left?’ it 
being assumed that the writer is facing downstream. 


10. The terms “ right’ and “left”? applied to our own. 
forces in retirement will be taken to refer to the original right 
and left flanks, as they were when facing the enemy. 


11. Generally, such terms as “ right,?’*“Sleft2". “before,” 
“-behind,”-““-beyond,””’““front.??*« rear,’ “‘on the side of ”’ 
should not~be used to define a locality, unless it is clear’ to 
what they refer. 7 3 


12. Bearings will be given as true bearings, except when a 
gridded map is used, when grid bearings will be used. 


11. Rules for drafting messages on Army Form C.2128 


I. Owing to the large volume of signal traffic in modern 
armies, and to the necéssity of enciphering W/T messages, 
brevity, clearness and the strict observance of ‘rules are 


_ essential in writing messages. ! 


Any officer may originate a message for transmission by 
signals. It will be accepted by a signal office provided that 
it is legible and signed by the originator, who is responsible 
that it is sufficiently urgent to j ustify its despatch by signals 
and not by post. — : 


2. Copies of all messages will be kept by the originator. 


address spaces ‘‘ TO” or ‘‘ FROM”? unless itis 
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8. A.F. C.2128 should be used for all messages. Those for 
D.R.L.S. (see Sec. 13) will be placed in envelopes marked 
D.R.L.S., signed by an officer and handed to the signal office. 
To enable signals to trace the receipt and acknowledgment of 


the message, the originator should put a reference number on 


the envelope. 


- 4, Nothing must be written above the space provided for 
the address “* To.”’ 2 


5. Address‘. TO.” and“ FROM” :— ae < 

Addressees and originators of messages will be designated 
by their code names (see Sec. 22), or, when these are not used, 
by their abbreviated titles, as indicated in Appendix IV. 

Officers’ names and appointments will never appear in the. 


some special reason. | A 


6. Multiple address messages.—The following rules will = 


apply to multiple address messages :— es 

i. If a message is to be delivered by signals'to more than 

one addressee, one copy of the message. will 

normally be handed in to the signal office for each 
addressee.* : | : : : | 


The address will be written on each copy in.a straight line 


or lines, without punctuation, thus :— 


~~ LUDO SAGO NOPA FIDO BONO | 


It will be signalled as written to all addressees. 


ii. “ Repeated ’’—In order to distinguish between those — 
to whom the message is addressed for action and 


those to whom it is repeated for information only, 
the originator will write the word ‘“rptd” 
‘before the first address of the latter category, 


€.835-.5= ; 
LUDO SAGO NOPA rptd FIDO BONO. 
Each recipient will then see to whom the message has been 
addressed and repeated. : 


iii. ‘‘ All informed.’’—In certain routine messages when it 


is of no importance for an addressee to know to- 


what .others the message has been sent, the 
expression “‘ all informed ’’ may be used at the end 
ofthe text. The use of this phrase will give signals 
the authority to omit irrelevant addressees when 


signalling the address ‘‘TO,’’ thus reducing the. 


time taken in transmitting the message. 
* When this is not necessary the signal officer will inform the originator concerned. 
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7. The text—This will begin with the originator’s dis- 


_tinguishing letter and number in the appropriate space. 


Distinguishing letter$ are given in Appendix IV. 

Originators for whom no distinguishing letters are allotted 
may employ any combination of letters up to three in number, 
provided they have not.already been allotted and do not give 
any indication of the identity of the sender, his unit or 
formation. : no toe . 

8. The distinguishing letters will be followed by a number 
which will be the serial number of outgoing messages from the 
office or appointment held by the originator. A series will be 
repeated on reaching the figure 9999. ©. es 

In the date space the day of the month only will be given. 
The month and year will not be shown. . eg 


9. In the text each of the following will be written in one 
space :— , : 
_ i, A-word, letter or figure. 

ii. An abbreviated word. . 

iii. A combination of letters or figures meaning one thing. 

iv. A cipher group (up to five letters or figures). 

v. The sign indicating the full stop (see para. 12, below). — 

10. Roman numerals and mathematical signs (e.g., those for | 


-yards, feet, inches, degrees, - percentages, plus and minus) 


cannot be telegraphed and must be replaced by words or 
recognized abbreviations (e.g. yds., ft.). 2 


1]. Letters, letter-ciphers and important words will be 
written in block letters; otherwise capitals will not be used. . 
Underlining and the use of dashes and oblique strokes should 
be resorted to only when absolutely necessary, e.g. “ W/T ” 
" night 2/3-sep.”- The use of parentheses. is: forbidden, i.e. 
“Area HARTLEY ROW 2076—PHOENIX GREEN 2075” 
and not “Area HARTLEY ROW (2076) — PHOENIX 
GREEN (2075) ”’. } 

12. Punctuation.—A full stop will be indicated by © but 
when the message is typed the ordinary full stop “.’’? may be 
used. In neither case must anything else be written or typed 
in the space. No stop is required at the end of the text. 
Other punctuation signs are not transmitted in signal messages; 
care must be taken that their omission does not alter the sense © 


- of the message. 


18. Acknowledgments.—If an acknowledgment is required 
from those who have to take action on the message the 


expression ‘‘ ack ’’ will be written at the end of the message. 


If an acknowledgment is also required from those to whom it ° 
has been repeated, ‘‘ all ack ’’ will be uséd. To reduce signal 
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. 


when the sender must know at once that a particular message 
has been delivered. 


14, Signature.—All messages will be Snead by. the originator 
with his name and rank only. Sas 


15. Originator’ s tnstrvuctions.—The originator is responsible 
for informing signals of any precaution necessary in the method 
of transmission. This he does by signing in the appropriate 
space at the foot of A.F.C.2128; he need not delete the space 
not signed. He will write any other instructions in the space 
marked “ Originator’s Instructions. Degree of priority.” 


16. Degree of priovity.—If a special degree of priority (see 
para. 17, below) is required, the indication (e.g. “‘ immediate ’’) 
will be written in full in the space marked —‘ Originator’s 
instructions. Degree of priority.” In multiple address 
messages the copies for some only of the addressees may require 
a degree of priority. Originators will ensure that this is given 
only to those copies which require it. 


17. Priority. Messages are sent in the order in which they 


_are handed in unless a. special. degree of priority is indicated 
by the originator. 


‘They will be classified in accordance with their relative 
‘urgency as follows :— 


i. (a) Most immediate ; 
(b) Emergency operations. 
ii. (a) Immediate. : 
(6) Meteor immediate. 
iii. Important. 
iv. Other official messages. 
v. Private messages, if they are to be accepted. 


Precedence of despatch for messages franked in the same 
way will be according to the time of their receipt by signals. 


18. ‘° Most immediate.’ ’*__Only a commander-in-chief or his - 
chief general staff officer will frank a message in this way. It 


will be reserved for occasions of vital urgency; it not only 
gives absolute priority of despatch on army signals system but 


on those of the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force, and on those | 


controlled by the civil administration. 


19, “ Emergency operations.’ *—This indication’ will be used 
only for messages of the utmost A POrEAnCe having a direct 


bearing on operations. 
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20. “ Immediate.’”’—The use of this indication will be limited: 
to messages the speed of which is of special importance, as 
otherwise its purpose will be defeated. In urgent cases any 
officer may frank a message as “immediate,” but, if un- 
authorized to do so, he will be held responsible that the urgency 
is sufficient to justify his action, , Se 


20A. Meteor messages are messages containing meteoro- 
logical statistics which assist accurate shooting, and as such, 
affect principally the R.A.. Most of their value is lost unless 
they are received quickly. The originator of a Meteor message 


_ will insert ‘‘ Meteor Immediate ’’ in the Originator’s instruc-. 
. tions space on the message form, and it will have the same 
.priority as other ‘‘immedate’’ messa 


ges during transmission 

by signals. : : ie 
21. “ Important.’’—This indication will be used for those 
messages which require priority above ordinary official 
messages, such as signal messages dealing with the working 
of the signal system. Signal officers are authorized to frank 


_ messages in this way. 


22. “ Priority lists.’’—Lists of officers authorized to frank 
" emergency operations,’ “immediate” and “ important ” 
messages will be prepared by the general staff and published 
in routine orders. aoa , i 

Officers on these lists entitled to send “ immediate ” messages 
may demand a special despatch rider and may also make 
priority telephone calls. Such calls take precedence over all 
other waiting calls, but a conversation in progress will not be 


_ interrupted for them. 


For authority, in connection with priority lists, to use R LE 
behind divisional headquarters, see Sec. 19, 2, ii; (G).. 
23. Private messages.—When private messages are to be 


accepted, special instructions for their disposal will be issued 
in routine orders.. Such messages ‘will always take precedence 


after ordinary official traffic. 


24: Achnowledgment.—The staff at a headquarters will make 
their own arrangements for checking the acknowledgment of 
any message which the addressees have been. ordered to 
acknowledge. 3 | 7 


25. Time of ovigin.—This is the time at which the originator 


_ signs the message and is filled in by him. .The 24-hour clock 


will be used. The abbreviation ‘hrs’ will not be used. 


26. The remainder of the message form is for the use of. 
signals... 


27, Examples of messages are given at Appendix V. 








CHAPTER Iv 


: ‘SIGN ALS. | 
RESPONSIBILITY, CHARACTERISTICS AND 
CONTROL 


12, Responsibility 


1. Signal communications are the medium through which 
command is exercised and intelligence is transmitted, and the 
supervision and direction of the means of communication 
provided by signals is the duty of the general staff. The 


closest touch is necessary between officers of the general staff 


and signal officers, as effective signal arrangements can be 
made only: when the signal officer at a headquarters is given 
the earliest possible information of projected operations and 
movements. 

This does not, however, absolve the signal officer from 
responsibility for using his initiative to suggest and organize 
communications which: are likely to be required. 


9. The route to be followed by a headquarters. during 


mobile operations must be decided with due consideration to: 


the facilities for signal communication likely to be available, 
taking the signal plan as a whole. And, with the increasing 


=-Use of wireless, signal considerations will weigh very heavily 


when the lay-out of a headquarters in its new location is being 
decided upon, . " 


3. The following principles define a oa of responsibility | 


for signal communications :— 


i, The higher formation is responsible. for the provision 
3 and. maintenance of communication to the head- 
quarters of the next lower formation or unit. 


ii, When the lower formation has established both an 
advanced and a rear headquarters, the higher 
formation’s responsibility extends to the former. 
The lower formation is responsible for communica- 

tion between its two headquarters. 


iii. Lateral communication by wireless between two — 


subordinate headquarters is normally provided by 
the next higher formation. But when advanced 


headquarters are established lateral wireless com- | 


munication must be established from the head- 
quarter’s own resources. 
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iv. Responsibility for lateral communication by other 
. means is from right to left, i.e. each commander 
is tesponsible for arranging communication with 

his left-hand neighbour. . eh 


_v. A formation or unit is responsible for the provision 
and maintenance of communication . with its 
Supporting artillery. The artillery commander, 
however, must do what he can to assist in the 
matter and should occupy adjacent headquarters 
whenever possible. ‘ 


vi. When army tank battalions are co-operating with 

infantry, the responsibility for intercommunication 
rests primarily with the tank commander, who is 
proyided with a wireless set for attachment to 
infantry headquarters, ; " 


vii. Higher formations must do-all in their power to help 
_ lower formations and so release their signal units 

for forward work. A higher formation will 
frequently extend its lines forward beyond. the 

limits of its responsibilities in preparation for an. 
advance. It may then authorize the lower 
formations to make use of these lines until they 

are required. 7 nies 


vill. A higher formation is responsible for the general 
supervision, and co-ordination where necessary, 
of signal communication within lower formations. 


4. The above principles do not absolve any commander 
from the-duty of taking all steps in his power to provide the 
communications required by the tactical situation, when for — 


_ any reason it- has not been possible. to provide them in 


accordance with these principles. 


5. Communication with aircraft - 
The army is responsible for the provision and maintenance 
of ground communication (by line, wireless, or D.R.) between 
the headquarters of army formations and the headquarters of 
air force formations or units; and of ground communication, | 
other than by wireless, between air force formations and their 
air units. All ground. communication is in fact an army 


responsibility, except that :— 


i, Air Force units in possession of motor cyclists will be 
prepared where necessary, to. carry messages to 
the Army or Air Force formation with whom they 
are co-operating. . 
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ii. Wireless sets for communication between their own 

formations and units are provided by the Air Force. 

Details are contained in The Employment of Air Forces 
with the Army in the Field. 


‘18. Means of intercommunication ang their 
characteristics 


1. Means of intercommunication in the field are :— 
i, Line telegraphy and telephony (L/T). 


li. Wireless, either wireless telegraphy (W/T) or radio 


telephony (R/T). 
lil, Visual signalling (V/S). 
iv. Message carrying by any suitable agency, ranging 
from a dismounted orderly to an aeroplane. 
v. Liaison personnel. 
vi. The army postal service. 


2. The characteristics governing the use of items i to iv, 
above, are given in full in Signal Training. (All Arms), 1938, 
Chapters XXI and XXII. 


3. It is important that staff officers should realize the 
limitations, and the need for economy in the use of the motor 
cycle. despatch riders of the R. Signals. 

When possible, a despatch rider letter service (D. R.L;S.) is 
organized, running periodically between headquarters on a 


pre-arranged time table. The D.R.L.S. should be used as 


- Much as possible, in order to reserve the other means of 
communication for more urgent messages. : 

When a D.R.L.S. is in operation certain officers specified 
in standing orders are authorized to send by special despatch 
rider urgent messages which can neither be sent by telegraph 
nor wait for the next D.R.L.S. run. 


Messages for despatch by D.R.L.S. will be enclosed in an 


envelope which must be marked D.R.L.S. and franked by 
the signature of an officer. 


4. Liaison personnel. —Officers and N.C.Os. acting as liaison 


‘personnel, are one of the most useful means of intercom- |, 


munication, especially in the forward area. They are not 
merely bearers of messages; they should be acquainted with 
the plans and intentions of ‘the commander whom they serve 
and thus be able to amplify and explain any orders they bring 
to subordinate commanders. . It is also their duty, on their 


return from subordinate units, to be able to give the superior 


ie 
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commander a clear picture of the situation there. Thus they 
must be specially trained men, on whose judgment and 
knowledge a commander can rely. 3 


5. The avmy postal sevvice.—Less urgent messages should 
be sent by this means and full use made of it to relieve 


the D.R.L.S., which is apt to become overloaded. Details of its 


working will be found in Field Service Regulations, Volume I. » 


12, Organization of B. Signals : 
1. R. Signals provide means of intercommunication, other 


than postal, for an army in the field down to the headquarters 


of cavalry regiments, batteries and battalions. Within these 


units intercommunication is carried out by unit signallers 


and orderlies ; but. where wireless communication is employed 
by the unit, the sets are maintained, and insome units operated, 
by R. Signals personnel. : 


2. Signal personnel should be given priority on the roads by — 
other arms, since their work is usually urgent. They should — 
not be employed on other duties, except in an emergency or 
after reference to a responsible signal officer... 


3. Signals are responsible for the correct official time ; 
watches will be synchronized through signals before all 
Operations. | 


4. Signal units—The establishment of each formation - 
includes a unit of R. Signals to provide the intercommunication 
required by the formation commander. ° 

Army field, medium and heavy regiments, Royal Artillery, : 
have signal sections which, though generally attached to a 
corps or divisional signals, are independent units. 

The general organization of units of R. Signals and their 
employment are discussed in Signal Training, Vol. I. , 


5. In addition to the above R. Signals organization, cavalry 
regiments, batteries, battalions of infantry and units of the 


Royal Tank Regiment: have signallers or driver operators on 


their establishment. The detail of these and their tactical 
employment are described in Signal Training (All Arms), 1938, 
Chapter XXIV. ah | | peti 


15. Organization of intercommunication 


1, The essence of signal organization is co-operation and 
progressive development. In forward areas, highly mobile 
signal units are capable of providing communication rapidly 
to meet the changing tactical requirements; but the system 
is necessarily fragile and limited in its traffic capacity. 
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- Behind these forward signal units are others less: mobile but 
capable of providing the more solid communication required 
by the higher command and of dealing with the amount of 
signal traffic. As the tactical situation develops, these units 
strengthen. and elaborate the communication established by 
those in front of them, thereby relieving the latter and freeing 
them for work further forward. 


2, Signal offices. — In orden to co-ordinate the various 
means of communication, other than the army postal service, 


and to ensure that messages are dealt with systematically, a 


signal office is established at the headquarters of every 
formation and at the headquarters of such units as carry 
signallers on,their establishment or are provided with a signal 


section. ‘The duties of the personnel of the signal offices are © 


to receive, record, despatch and deliver messages. -It is the 
duty of the originator, not of the signal pessannel to keep any 
copies required of messages sent. 


3. “Signal conitves. —It is sometimes convenient: temporarily 
to establish a special signal office at a point which is not a 
headquarters, but at which means of communication with two 
or more headquarters may be concentrated. Such an office, 
which may be established by a higher formation in the vicinity 


of the headquarters of lower formations or units, is called a 
signal centre. After deployment, communication with the 
headquarters of subordinate formations and units. can often. . 


most conveniently be arranged by means of signal centres. 
_ When a headquarters halts beside a signal centre, the signal 
- office of the headquarters will continue to act as such but will, 
_if it is convenient and economical, use the means provided by 
the signal centre to dispose of its messages. Signal centres, 
if properly used, should effect economy in signal personnel 
and material. . A formation may establish a signal centre at a 
site to which its headquarters will move later. When the 
~move takes place, the signal GenEre becomes the signal office 
of that Headquarters. 3 


4. Main arteries. “Within a forfiation the ee 


‘from rear to front are normally centred in one, or possibly more, 


main arteries on which are established the signal offices or 
signal centres. 


The system is further developed and strengthened by lateral 


connections between signal offices and centres. The means 
of communication available are allotted to the main arteries 


and laterals in the way best calculated to meet requirements, © 
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5. By the general method described above the varying 
requirements are satisfied. The theatre of war becomes 
covered with a network, ‘which puts all parts of a force in 
ultimate touch with one another, while it gives the most 


direct communication where it is most needed. _ Dissipation 


_ of effort, by providing special direct links of communication 


outside this general framework, must be avoided -unless 


justified by the importance of the link required. 


6. During an advance the higher formations push forward 
their main arteries into the area of their subordinate formations, 
set up their new signal offices or signal centres ready for work, 
establish their new laterals and, in short, do everything to | 
ensure that their headquarters find communications. ready. 
when they move forward. To this end it is essential that. 
signal officers obtain from the general staff the eatliest possible 


information of any move that is contemplated. 


In the withdrawal, headquarters of lower formations should 
fall back along existing arteries and establish themselves near 


existing signal centres: two or more headquarters may be 


grouped on the same artery. 


7. The-main artery system is unsuitable in any formation 
covering a very wide front. with its headquarters well forward: 
nor is any advantage secured by concentrating wireless and 
direct visual communication on a main artery.. The system. 
is therefore not generally applicable to-mobile forces, which 
depend on wireless as their principal means of communication.’ 

A formation making use of direct wireless and visual com- 
munication may yet follow the main artery system: in the 
employment.of lines. : E 3 ? 


16. Control by formation commanders 


1. The line of advance of a formation headquarters using. 


a main artery will normally be along that artery to ensure 


intercommunication .at the end of a bound. The routes 


_ Chosen for-main arteries are not therefore a purely technical 


question but must be settled by commanders in conjunction — 


_with. their signal advisers. . 


2. In the intercommunication paragraph of _ operation 
orders the routes, which subordinate headquarters will follow, 
are laid down, In this way arrangements for intercom-. 
munication can be planned in advance. 3 


3. In-rear of divisional headquarters main arteries and 


laterals may include semi-permanent and permanent’ line 


Toutes. Once constructed, these cannot be readily altered. 
For that reason, and to ensure economy and concentration of — 
effort, the system will as a rule be co-ordinated by G.H.Q., 
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whe may lay aaa the routes which main arteries and laterals 


of the larger formations are to follow. 


In protracted operations, where buried cables are installed . 


within divisional areas, this. general co-ordination may extend 
to the front line. 
17. Organization of wireless comiianieation 


1. Allotment of wave frequencies.—Subject to any general 
directions as to policy or any special requirements laid down 


by the general staff, the allotment of frequencies for use by 


the Army and by the R.A.F. component is controlled by the 


signal officer-in-chief. He will allot blocks of frequencies to- 


all formations which come directly under G.H.Q., to line of 
communication and G.H.Q. signals, as well as those required 


by the air officer commanding for communication with army 


co-operation wings and air formations Gerace: under air force 
headquarters. 

Similarly signal officers of lower formation’; on receipt of a 
block of frequencies, will make their own sub-allotments. 


Detailed instructions are even in pignal Training, Vol. I, 1937, 


Chapter XX. 

2. Allotment of call. signs.—The allotment of call. signs 
requires the same co-ordination as frequencies and is therefore 
made under the instructions of the signal officer-in-chief. As 


it is bound up, however, with other security questions, it is 


subject to the control of the general staff. 


Call signs for use by the R.A.F’. component of an army in the 
field are allotted by the army. For wireless call signs to be 


used in communication with army co-operation aircraft see 
The Employment of Air Forces with the Army in the Field, 
1938, Sec. 17, 10. _ 

3. Grouping of wireless stations —A number of wireless 
stations working together on one frequency is called a group. 
A group of two stations resembles, in traffic capacity, two 
L/T terminals at the end of a line, Su} ect to the delay imposed 
by cipher. 


If there are more than two stations in a group, only one can | 


transmit at a time, and messages from any one of the group 
are received simultaneously by all the others. Such an 
arrangement is often useful for transmitting multiple addressed 
messages. The traffic capacity, however, diminishes as the 
number of stations in the group increases. A group of three 
stations, one at a formation’s headquarters and one-at each 
of two subordinate headquarters, should work satisfactorily. 
Such a group should have a fair traffic capacity, and at the 
same time provides lateral communication between the 
subordinate formations, | 
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In mobile formations and units, large groups are often 
necessary. This requires a very high degree of training among 


operators and among officers using R/T. In such formations 


and units the sending of orders and information by officers by | 
R/T will be the normal practice, and it is therefore essential 


_that these officers should have a thorough knowledge of the 


procedure for using R/T in a group of stations. (See Signal. 

Training, All Arms, 1938, Séc. 932). c Pree 
_ 18. Communication with the Royal Air Force 

_ 1. The division of responsibility for providing communica- 


tion for the different parts of the R.A.F. component, and 


details regarding communication. between» aircraft and the 


ground, are fully described in The Employment of Air Forces | 
with the Army in the Field. ; 
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free use of R/T are justified in mobile operations. The rules 


5B 
CHAPTER V.—SIGNALS SECURITY 


19. Wireless security 


ei it ae ee! 


1. All messages sent By wireless (W/T and R/T) are liable 
to interception by an enemy. The approximate position of 
a wireless station can also be determined by an enemy using 


direction-finding apparatus. 


The following precautions may therefore be necessary to = 


obtain wireless security... 7 : = 


Be 


i. The use of cyber for W/T and restriction in the use 
of R/T. : 


. The periodical changing of wireless frequencies and 
call signs. Sie 3 


Wireless silence. 


2. Cipher.—Although messages may be intercepted, an 
interval must always elapse before the enemy can act on the 
information received. This interval will be the greater the 
more mobile and fluid operations become and will corre- 
spondingly diminish as operations tend to slow up and become. 
static. Hence the sending of W/T messages in clear and the 


given below should be given common sense application. 


i. Wireless telegraphy 


~ 


(a) Messages by W/T will normally be sent in cipher. 
All headquarters in the field which may require to 
use cipher are provided with the means of enciphering 
and deciphering messages. The use of any un- 
authorized cipher is forbidden. 


(6) In rear of and between brigade headquarters, messages . 
may be franked to be sent AS WRITTEN by officers * 
authorized to frank ‘‘immediate’’ messages, when — 
speed is vital and it is considered that the enemy 
cannot take effective action on the message if 
intercepted. | 


(c) In front of brigade headquarters, messages dealing. 
with operations in progress, when contact with the 
enemy has been made, may be franked by any 
officer to be sent AS WRITTEN. 








33 


ii. Radio telephony . | £55) : east 
~ (@) In rear of and between divisional headquarters, R/T 
may be used only by officers ‘authorized to™ frank 

- “emergency operations ’’: messages, } 


(b) In front of divisional headquarters, all officers may, 

use R/T, provided that:they observe the precautions 

_ observed below. | | 

(c) The use of R/T requires considerable attention and 

3 practice to avoid giving away valuable information 

by the careless mention of times, places and names 

of units. The danger can be largely overcome by 

thinking out the wording of the message, and making - 

notes of it, before starting a conversation. References 

to the paragraphs of orders and -instructions give 

nothing away and should be used where possible. 

Prearranged code words and phrases may be employed 

to describe positions and actions. Conversations 
should be kept as short as possible. eect 


3. Wireless silence.—A commander who is anxious to conceal 
the dispositions and movements of his troops will risk the 
loss of surprise unless he is ‘prepared to impose: complete or 
partial wireless silence. No fixed rules can be given since 
the importance of: secrecy must be weighed: against the need’ 
for control and information, but as a general guide wireless 
silence should be observed by all except the following :— 3 

i. Reconnaissance troops and aircraft when no other — 
effective means. of communication are available. 

_ The unit or formation headquarters receiving. such 
wireless messages will acknowledge them by wireless 

and may ask for any necessary corrections, but this - 

: does not permit the full use of its wireless. , 

i. A-unit. or formation headquarters, when its forward 

elements ‘are in. contact with enemy troops and it 
is, itself, exercising tactical control of operations. 

iii. A unit or formation in extreme urgency, when no 

other effective means of communication are available. 

iv. In static conditions when the location of our troops 

__ is already known to the enemy, although the use of 
wireless may not be required for communication 
purposes, it is necessary to exercise wireless to keep 

Staffs and detachments in training: Periods of 
wireless activity should be co-ordinated by formations 
with periods of wireless silence, at irregular intervals, 
and the location of sets should be varied. 
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The orders of a -commander in the matter of wireless 
silence are often better conveyed in the form of an operation 
instruction than in an operation order. Sa 

4. Wireless frequencies and call signs.—Frequencies and 
call. signs must be changed periodically and always when 
code names are changed. ; : 


20. Security of line telegraphy and telephony 
1. In certain circumstances, mainly in those of position 


warfare, it may be assumed that the enemy will be equipped _| 
with means for overhearing telegraph and telephone traffic _ «jj 


on lines in front of divisional headquarters. The general 


‘staff will then notify that a danger zone exists in a divisional 


area. Sue | E 
In a danger:zone line telegraph communications will be 


limited to those which can by technical means be rendered | 


immune from overhearing, and instructions will be issued 
limiting the use of the telephone. 3 | 


21. Security of despatch riders 
If messages by despatch rider are liable to fall into the 


-enemy’s hands, the general staff will give the necessary warning 


to signals. Escorts may have to be arranged. 


general staff, in accordance with the instructions contained in 
Appendix VI, Within divisions, armoured divisions and 


corps medium artillery, code names will be used in the addresses - 


and texts of all written messages except the following when 
the authorized abbreviations will be used :— 

“Messages originated at headquarters of divisions and 
armoured divisions, and corps medium artillery, and addressed 
only to units and formations in rear, or to the headquarters 
of other divisions or corps medium artillery. 


In radio telephony, code names will always be used. _ 
~ Tn line telephony, when a danger zone has been notified 


code names will be used when either speaker is in front of — 


divisional headquarters. 


| ‘0 Code names: <5 ee ee 
- Formations and units are allotted code names by the — 


ee ot ae 
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APPENDIX I 


ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS WHICH MAY REQUIRE 
CONSIDERATION IN THE PREPARATION OF OPERA-. 
TION ORDERS OR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS 


The matters in the following table may have to be considered 
in the preparation of the administrative paragraphs of operation 
_ orders, or in separate administrative orders when such are 
issued. Several of them concern the orders of higher formations 

only (Armies, Corps or Divisions). Administrative, like 
other, orders should be as concise as possible, and should 
include only such matter as is essential for the purpose in view. . 
Matters of routine which are normally dealt with in standing 
ordeys axe not included in the table. 3 


_ Accommodation Administrative areas; . billeting arrange- 
ments; enclosures for prisoners of war. 


Ammunition ... Railheads: refilling points; ammunition 

| -.. points; special arrangements for advance 

or: withdrawal ;. location and stocks of 

temporary depots; _ responsibility and 

labour for working depots ; accountancy 
instructions. : 

Notr.—lf an allotment of rounds for 

each gun is made.or a limit set to. expendi- 

ture, instructions for this are issued by the 

general staff after consultation with the 
administrative branches of the staff. 


Anti-gas .. €léansing and decontamination; issue of 
special stores or reserves of clothing. 


Blankets"... Meeting points; arrangements for. distribu- 
: tion and collection. ae . 
Captured aveas Administration of area ; control of civilians ; 


examination of water supplies; sanitary 
precautions; disposal of captured docu- 


ments. 
Engineer _ Provision of water facilities; special allot- 


services. - ment of tools*and engineer materials ; 
Sees location and stocks of reserves of engineer 
stores; provision and erection of sign- 

boards. eo | 
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Medical 
SEYVICES. 


Ordnance 
SEYUICES. 


Provost and 


tvaffic. 


Supplies and 


Petrol. 
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Teecation of regimental aid posts, advanced 
and main dressing stations, casualty 
clearing stations and ambulance railhead ; 
location of collecting posts and car posts ; 
arrangements for walking wounded; 


provision of additional stretchers ; special . 


sanitary precautions. 


- Railheads ; location - of ordnance — field 


parks and workshops; light aid detach- 
ments and L. of C. Recovery Sections ; 
allotment of reserve vehicles ; arrange- 
ments regarding army and carps ammuni- 
tion reserves. 


Traffic control : restrictions as to use of 


lights at night; collection and disposal : 


of battle stragglers and prisoners of war ; 
arrangements for dealing with refugees. 


Location and times for railheads; refilling 
points ; supply or meeting points ; petrol 


points ; special issues ; reserves; location 


of depots or temporary dumps. 
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: APPENDEX 
if SPECIMEN MARCH OR MOVEMENT TABLE 
APPENDIX TO OPERATION ORDER No. : ; - Copy No. 
Se oe 
Place : 7 ? Speed and 
From To . | | Density during 
fet Numbers) oo 7 eo Time Speed d march Ce 
Serial Date | Formation of RES 9. Pte -past Route to- Dispersal | Remarks 
No. or Unit Vehicles 9.P: S:P. poi. Point Be 
. 5 : °{ v.t.m. m.i.h. 
Se eh ta eae Le ® 1. @ | wm | Oo tem | om lw) 
oot rake A AB 
_ NOTES 
The form given is comprehensive : only the columns applicable to a particular: move will be vised, e.g. —. 
i. Columns (d), (k), (2), (m) do not apply to marching colns. . 
ii. (e) and (f) may be omitéed for security reasons. 
ili. Col. (d) is for the staff and road movement control posts. It should be Srnitied if road movement control system is not Poincar 
iv. Cols. (g), (7), (R), (2), (m), (n) if they do not vary, can be placed: as data at the head of the table. , 
eee ks column may include such points as :— 
. Detail of personnel in vehicles of another unit. 
. Details of any special route to 5.P. and responsibility for trafic control between billets and S.P. 
iu. Change of speed and density. 
iv. Any necessary instructions for the march, not included in the operation order. 
In the case of a table for a single route with few control points, the time past control Site may be included in the table : as for Sf 
Other wise a more convenient method of showing these times is in the form of the table below. 
TABLE OF APPROXIMATE DISTANCES FROM 5S. Ps. to Contror Pornts at 20 M.LH.~ 
-. Route A | RouteB Route C 
GE oA a oS Ane wa wt BSNS OWS s - Sa SE ee I SA rs ROA LNT AAD dea Res C2 
S.P. to :— Distance Time S.P. to :— Distance | Time S.P. to :— Distance Time 


Hrs. Mins Hrs:=,Mins.| - ; ses Firs.7 3 Mins: 


ee cee enrvnal 


38 





x 


*(2) Utanjoo ur amoys aq ysnm passnquia 2q 0} Sd10}s JO [TeJap JOwxo oyT, “2 
; ; ‘PeTOqGUINUMN I1v SITIO] 10 sesnq areds { (9) wumMyjoo ur uMOYS 

ore dnois pm yoes 0} pazjolje syoqtamu ay} pue *‘yhoysno1y} AjaarNossuoo poisquinu oe UUINj{Oo }10dsuevI} oY} UI SatIIO] 10 sasnq sie % 
*(v) utIMyoo ut 
DeTfejop IopuemMMm0d S}I pure ‘o1quL 94} UI A9quimu jeries & pajjore st dnoiF PUN Tey *S}UN V1oW IO OAs} JO suorjsod astidmoo pene Io ‘ran 
JO woONIJOd 10 JM B Jo sIsMOD d10Ja19T} Av dnois yun VY ‘s}Tan yr0dsuei} Jo uoMWeziMeSio ay} dn BULYLSIQ PIOAS 0} pausisop 3q Plnoys sdnoid 
fun Jo WoHtsodm1od oy} SsstMJeTyJO { paaowt sdooj} an} JO MOTLEZINLZIO [POTOL} DY} DAIOSOId 0} se Os posuviIe °q Pinoys summyoo jrodsuvq} jo 


o 


wor tsodm0o 31} ‘Ares 343 0} Ajimrxold a1 sngap 0} pormbei o1v sdoo1} ary way A, = *sdnox8 yn O}U] pezMuvsio oie Suissnqms sdoory, “Tt 


SALON 
{ 

































(2) () (f) (4) (3) of) (2) (2) (9) (9) (v) 
, i [Samed . pi) Sisk (T 
}Ae\S zurod suissnqg }aI0d }run $910}S feumosisg | 3}0N 29S) SION 99S) 
SHICMIDY ‘jo _ Suissnq |- -mo suissnq jo s8y he “sisquimu }UQ «jJpueunm09| ‘on 
SUIT, -Td 0} 78 onp -Ty Te}OL —- ——— (Ar10; dnoiy [e11asg 
d}NOAY sdoo1} speoy ~ 10) sng Uy 
oma L (ArXO]T 10) sng ) 
; 5 etapa eet ONT I9PIO moryerod Qe ****togrtstts'xtpuaeddy 

reo, Adog Fae HTAVL SNA NAWIOadS ; 


"9199S ‘ 


I XIGNGddv 





Cee SAP GEOL tue rs Oe ee Ee ae) STR AEE ON EPS 


Soe Ss SSO 


APPENDIX IV 


ABBREVIATED TITLES, ADDRESSES, DISTINGUISHING 
LETTERS AND OTHER ABBREVIATIONS 
Notes: i 


1. Officers are not expected to memorize sift the abu 
tions given in this appendix. Many of them me be used 
only by Special or technical services or units. 


Abbreviations Le general, ond in particular those not 
include in these lists, will be used only when the writer 
is satisfied that there can be no possibility OE the reader 
misunderstanding . their meaning. 


3. Abbreviations for the titles of anes will not be used 
when code. names are in use, 


4, Units converted from one arm of the service to-another 
will usé the abbreviations appropriate to the new arm, e.g. 
— Battalion The Middlesex Regiment would. be addressed 

“60: >: ES Rest.’ 


5. Nues ‘and jadividaal designations of officers will = 3 
appear in messages unless oe are intended for gHvery 


to individuals. 


6. In addressing a headquarters : —— 
i. Branches of the staff .will. not be incladedo.5 
: “1 Div.” is right and “QO 1 Div” is wrong. 
ii. Except when code names are in use abbreviations . 
~ _ denoting subordinate commanders. or Services will 
be included—e.g. “RA 1 Div” ‘‘ Medical 2 
Corps ” “are Correct. “Medical BOLO” is wrong. 


7. The staft of M.G.R:A., CORA, C.C.MAG; ane GRAS 
will use the originator’s letters R.A.O., RATS and R.A:O. 


8. Units (regiments, battalions, etc.), will use distinguishing | 


letters SO” "CT" and Oe only, 
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‘i. Commanders ang Staffs 


. : ° . 3 
Full Title Abbreviation 





2 Se fee (b) 
ee 











Chief of the Imperial Genera] Staff at the 























War Office C.L.G.S, 
Commander in Chief rs = Cerin. © 
Major-General, Royal Artillery ., M.G.R.A. 
Commander, Corps Royal Artillery ; C.C.R.A, 
Commander, Corps Medium Artillery. ., C.C/M.A. 

Commander, Royal Artillery CURA. 
Engineer-in-Chief .. pec ah at. 
Chief Engineer 3 CEe ss 
Commander, Royal Engineers CURSE: 
Signal Officer-in-Chief S.O. in C. 
Chief Signal Officer a - C.S:0n 0. 4 
Commander, Royal Army Service Corps C.R.A‘S.C.~ 
Naval Staff Officer aa oy N.S:O: 
Principal Sea Transport Officer .. . P:S.£0: 
Air Officer Commanding os eres AO :E== 
Chief of the Genera] Staff in the Field ._ C.G.S. 
Deputy Chief of the General Staff . D:C.G.S-: 
Major-General, General Staff M.G.G.S, 
Brigadier, General Staff: . 5 23.G:S. 

- General Staff Officer G.S.O. 
Brigade Major : AS B.M, 
Deputy-Adjutant-General = De D.A.G. 
(Deputy) Assistant-Adjutant-Genera] noord (DJ AAG 

- Staff Captain i 5:C; 


Deputy Quarter-Master-General os 
(Deputy) Assistant - Quarter - Master. 
General eee gage ee ae 
(Deputy) Assistant Director Iransport- 
ation ce ae ie a 
(Deputy) — Assistant - Adjutant anq 
Quarter-Master-Genera] ete coetes 


“DOM GC. 
(D.) AO.MG 
(D.) A.D.Tn. 


(DS) A.A Sang 
OMG 5 = 






tees SSS te SS SS ee, a TED 
= Se ee —$——SSS ————SESSES SS = 


HiT. Regiments and Corps 


Full Title | __ Abbreviation ~ 





(1) | __ @) 
The Life Guards (Ist and 2nd) .. bee E.G. ga 
Royal Horse Guards (The Blues) os Rill..Geiss 
ist The Royal Dragoons .. Royals 
the Royal Scots Greys (2nd Dragoons) Greys. 

; Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry .--..... 7s R. Wilts. Yeo. 
Warwickshire Yeomanry te ee Warwick Yeo. 
Yorkshire Hussars ae wie pa,” 3h Yorks H. 
Nottinghamshire Yeomanry... suc v| =: Notts.<Yeo; 

_ Staffordshire Yeomanry .. os os Staffs: Yeo. =»: 
_ Shropshire Yeomanry ... St Ss a 2ts| Se ONLOps.<¥ 60, 
_ Ayrshire Yeomanry Safes on Ayr Yeo. 
| Cheshire Yeomanry Mes Ie 4 559 Cheshire Yeo. 
Yorkshire Dragoons eo ae ee a Yorks D. 
Leicestershire Yeomanry cS 7 seicéster =¥.con: >. 
North Somerset Yeomanry ae i N. Som. Yeo. 
Duke of Lancaster’s Own Yeomanry, e: D3. Ox Yeo: 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry | a sti Lanark Yeo. 
Northumberland Hussars re Ba N.H. 
Lovat Scouts ie a oa Heat Lovat 
Scottish Horse .. iz pxetdor$ scot. Horse 
Royal Armoured Corps...° . .. a RAC, 
ast King’s Dragoon Guards a, K.D.G. 


he Queen’s Bays (2nd Dragoon Guards) _ Bays | 
a Carabiniers (Prince of Wales's. 


Dragoon Guards) vse |s72382D.G; 
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards. . 4/7 D.G. 
5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards 5 Innis. D. G. 
3rd The King’s Own Hussars... 3 H. 
4th Queen’s Own Hussars dt 4H. 
Ye th Queen’s Own Hussars a eS 7H. 
() 8th King’s Royal Irish Hussars see({t 8H. 
ar = Sth Queen’ s Royal Lancers 9L 


idth Royal Hussars (Prince of | Wales’s 


: Own) . ° 10 ET; 

__‘1ith Hussars (Prince ‘Albert’s Own) = 11H. 

F i2th Royal Lancers (Prince of Wales: 8): 12 DL. . 
13th /18th Hussars oe = = 13/18 H. 
14th /Z0th Hussars» .. | 14/20 H. 
15th /19th The King’ S Royal Hussars. Pape 15/19 H. 
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Full Title 
=a=(1) 





16th/5th Lancers . 

17th/21st Lancers 

North Irish Horse. . 

Derbyshire Yeomanry $F 

Royal Gloucestershire Hussars .. 

Lothians and Border Horse 

' Fife and Forfar Yeomany 

Westminster Dragoons. 

-Sharpshooters is 

Northamptonshire Yeomanry 328 

East Riding Yeomanry ~. ; 

Royal Tank Regiment .. 

Royal Regiment of Artillery 

Corps of Royal Engineers ere 

Royal Corps of Signals ae a 

Grenadier Guards - ie ‘ 

~ Coldstream Guards | 

Scots Guards 

Irish Guards 

Welsh Guards : 

The Royal Scots (The Roa Roniieat) 

_ The Queen’s Royal Regiment os 
Surrey) .. 

The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) 

The King’s Own Royal Regiment 
(Lancaster) as : 

_ The Royal N orthumberland Fusiliers 
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment 


The Royal Fusiliers (City of London | 


Regiment) : 
_.The King’s Reginient (Liverpool) 
~ The Royal Norfolk Regiment | 
The Lincolnshire Regiment 
The Devonshire Regiment 
The Suffolk Regiment - 


The Somerset. pigut Tafantey (Prince 


Albert’s). . 

~The West Yorkshire. Regiment (The 
Prince of Wales’s Own) 

- The East Yorkshire eee (The Duke 
of York’s Own) 





Abbreviation 


(2) 


16/5 H. 
17/21L. 


N.LH. 
_ Derby Yeo. 


RGAE = 
Lothians - 


RR SYeo:: 
“= W.-Degns.z> 


Sharpshooters 
N.Veo.e 5 

E. Riding Yeo. 
R. Tanks 


ARCA: 
ORE, 


R. Sigs. 
Gren. Gds.. 
Coldm. Gds. 
S.G, 

I.G. 

W.G. 

RS: 


Queen’s 


‘| Buffs 


King’s Own 
N.F. 
Warwick 


“RR 


Kings 


- Norfolk 
~Lincolns 
-Devon 


Suffolk 


- Som: LI. 


We Works: 
E. Yorks. 


sceneeeenaseremernemeenietsttstecaeceenencenceen eneemees eens eee ee 





as. 


, 





SA Ball Title 
(1) 


The Bedfordshire and 
Regiment are ae 

The Leicestershire Regiment _. % 

The Green Howards (Alexandra, Princess 
of Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment) 

The Lancashire Fusiliers eG i 

The Royal Scots Fusiliers 

The Cheshire Regiment .. 

The Royal Welch Fusiliers 

The South Wales Borderers - ; 

The King’s Own Scottish Borderers 

The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) 

The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. . 

The Gloucestershire Regiment 

The Worcestershire Regiment 

The East: Lancashire Regiment .. . 

The East Surrey Regiment ie re 

The Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 


Hertfordshire : 


The Duke --of Wellington’s . Regiment |. | 
; ea oe SEES RE DAW Res 
~ Border: 
-R. Sussex _ 
~ Hamps. a 
«_2o:Staffords:!=< 
Dorset | 


(West Riding) 
The Border Regiment 
The Royal Sussex Regiment 
The Hampshire Regiment a 
The South Staffordshire Regiment 
The Dorsetshire Regiment | : 
The South Lancashire Regiment 
of Wales’s. Volunteers) : 
The Welch Regiment of eS 
The Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) 
The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire — 
Light Infantry .. es 
The Essex Regiment ; os ee 
The Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Regiment). . a 
_ the Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire) 
The Northamptonshire Regiment . sae 
The Royal Berkshire Regiment (Princess 
Charlotte of Wales’s). .. Beek os aoe 
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment... peccer et 
The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry .. 


(Prince 






Abbreviation 


(2) 


N 


Bedfs. Herts; ~ 
Leicesters. 


Green Havande 
L.F, 3 


SERES TE: 


Cheshire 
R.W.F, 

S.W.B. 
1<..0:S-B: 
Cameronians 
Innisks. 
Glosters, 


Worcs R. 


FE... Lan. R; 
Surreys ~~ 
DCL: , 


S::LaniéR:s: 
Welch aes 
Black W. atch 


Oxf. Bucks. 


Essex 


Foresters 7 
Loyals 


- Northamptons. 


ERS Berks. 


R.W.K. BO 
KE OY ET: 
K.S2bT:. 


POP RID ee 





Full Title 
(1) 


Sy 


The Middlesex Regiment Maer of Cam- 
bridge’s Own) .. : 

The King’s Royal Rifle Corps a 

The Wiltshire Regiment vee of Edin- 
burgh) : 

The Manchester Regiment 

The North Staffordshire Regiment (The 
Prince of Wales’s) : 

The York and Lancaster Regiment 

The Durham Light Infantry $3 

The Highland Light Infantry (City. of 
Glasgow Regiment) ae oy 

The Seaforth Highlanders (Ross- ‘shire eet 
Buffs, the Duke of Albany’s) .. ; 

The Gordon Highlanders. . 

The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders 

The Royal Ulster Rifles .. — 

The = Royal Trish Fusiliers - 
Victoria’s) 

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
(Princess Louise’s) 

The Rifle Brigade (Prince Consort’ S Own) 

Liverpool Scottish : ‘ 

Buckinghamshire Battalion ~ se ‘} 


(Princess 


Oxfordshire and Buckingven Light 
Infantry : 

Hallamshire Battalion se 

York and Lancaster Regiment ae 

Monmouthshire Regiment 

Cambridgeshire Regiment 

London Rifle Brigade 

Queen Victoria's ‘Rifles 

Rangers 

Kensington Regiment 

London Scottish 

Queen’s Westminsters .. 

Tower Hamlets Rifles 

London Irish Rifles 

Hertfordshire Regiment . 

Herefordshire Regiment . 

Royal Army Chaplain’s Department 

Royal Army Service Corps 





- Abbreviation . 


(2) 


Mx: 32 
K:R:R.C. 


Wilts. 
Manch. 


N. Staffs. 
Vi OC: 
JCal 
Hebel: 
Seaforth 
Gordons 
Camerons 
R:U:R. 


ReiréBs 


Livpl. Scot. 


Bucks. | 


Hallams. 


Mon. 


Camb. 


L.R.B. 
O.V.R.. 


|. Rangers - 


Kensingtons 


~ Lond. Scot. 


O.W.. 
TEL. 


TR 


Herts. . 
Hereford 
R.A.Ch.D 
R:.A:S.C 
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ePull Title Abbreviation 





| ES eee = 5 
Royal Army Medical Corps: ==. eee R.A.M.C, : 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps KA-O:C::: 
Royal Army Pay Corps .. RSAC“: 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps R.A.V.C. 
Army Educational Corps. . ALELC, 

The Army Dental Corps . A.D. Corps 
Corps of Military Police .. C.M.P. 
Military Provost Staff Corps * >... =a MEPS. C2 
Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military s a 
Nursing Service. , a x os Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
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IV. Examples of abbreviated titles of units other than 


'- . r : 


cavalry and infantry 





Full Title 
(1) 


R.A. 


Ist ond, ae Field (Medium, ae 
Regiment 


; A JE Battery: Royal Horse arly 
42nd /53rd Field Baeny RAs es: 5 


ist Anti-tank Battery . 


4th Heavy Battery 


R.E 


4th (Light) Anti-aircraft Battery 
Ist Survey Battery ee 


12th (Field) Company . 
6th (Field Park) Company 
8rd (Fortress) Company 


19th (Field Survey) 


, 103rd (Glasgow) Army Troops Company 


100th Army Field Company .. 
109th Workshop and Park Company 


okt Signals 


“No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) Field (Medion) | 


Artillery Signal Section ~ 


-No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) Squadron, eon 
Divisional Signals . 


Ast Anti-Aircraft Brigade Signals oa 


R.AS.C. 


G:H.Q. Troops Company «+. es 
Armoured Division Troops Company 
Corps Troops Ammunition Company 


= 





Abbreviation 


(2) 





L (2, etc.) Fd. 
(Med. etc.) 
INEST. = 

AoBty: RELA. 


42 Fd. Bty. 


1A. Tk. Bty. 

4 Hy. Bty. 

4 (Lt.) A.A. Bty 
I'Svy. Bty.-=> 


12 Fd. Coy. 


6 Fd. Park Coy 

$-Frt. Coy. >=. 

19 Fd. Svy. Coy 
R.E. 

103 A. Tps. Coy 

100 A. Fd. Coy 

109 Wkshop an. 
Pk. Coy. 


1 (2; ete.) Fe 


(Med.) Arty 
Sig; Sec. 


1 (2, etc.) Sq) 
Armd. Div 
Sigs. 

1A.A. Bde, Sig 


G.H.Q. Tp: 
Coy. 


_ Armd. Div. TE 


Coys: 
C.T. Anin, Co 


- 











AO GC. e 
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Full Title — 


Corps Petrol Park a7 Ss 
Corps Troops Supply Column. . 
Divisional Ammunition Company 
Reserve M.T. Company 


Line of Communication M.T. Company 


Motor Anibulance Convoy 
Ambulance Car Company 
Bridge Company : 


R.A.M.C.. . 


No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) Cavalry Field 
~Ambulance ., Se Sree Sy 


Field Hygiene Section ., 


No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) Casualty Clearing 


Station ser ee Bees aS 
No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) General Hospital .. 
G.H.Q. Troops Workshop 


Army Field Workshop as 
Anti-Aircraft Brigade Workshop 


Light Aid Detachment 

Recovery Station : pee 
Ordnance Ammunition Company. 
Ordnance Field Park ..  ,, | 


: Veterinary 
No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) Mobile Veterinary © 


Section 


Wo--=1= (No. 2. etc.) Veterinary 


Evacuating Station .. 


Provost. 


No. 1 (No. 2, etc.) Provost Company 
(Squadron) .. Ae are eee 


” Abbreviation 


R.A.S.C.— continued. 








(2) 


‘Corps Pet. Pk, 


C-T2Sup:Col: 
Div. Amn. Coy. 
Res. M.T. Coy. 


Eo of CMTS 


Coy. 


MAAC, 
“Amb:-C: Coy. 


Bridge Coy. 


1 (2, etc.) Cay. 
Fd. Amb. 
Fd. Hyg. Sec. 


1 (2,-ete:):6:€:S, 
1 (2, etc.) Gen. 
Tlospsisrce sk 


G.H.Q.Tps. 
Wkshop.. 
A. Fd. Wkshop. =: 


ASAP Bide 


Wkshop., 
DLALD Ee = 


‘Rec. Sec. . 


Ord. Amn. Coy. : 
Ord. Fd. Park. 


1 (2, etc.) Mob, 


Vet. Sec... 


1 (2, etc.) V.E.S, 


1 (2, etc.) Pro. 
Coy. (Sqn.) 


~ 
. 
2 





PPR Capes 
Focsasa We 


urrtehci aie + ECR, ay iret BRE PAR PME ey tt ROR rere Hees vine C8 5 HM > ee 
‘> at pola On Tay . t yb aiteet : tae Ps Gat can te * >. : 7 dj 7. " v - st F 
UT hee ty ; Tee. , Sao PAS? PUP gen RAE IG ts ee yh Bd mapas ric WM! ricky ee ag wee gent iesa>:tryebieial ALI 
VES +” PTET eats ; Cae Rep LAk KLIS Si nkias SSRG Varies ‘ mr dey be ee AB batt vid tome di od ohn pany of pate it Wy hy oR ee a 
eda Roeha a - “sy 335: etre t ith priterreat : : Ree a. eZ LES 
: J } ; teas aint Sik sb trnd a ami pe edn) 
EPR ES Bit) bed a Eight = ue Ve Rs Set atte = 
eS oe ran ee Shan Ree ete oe ae ARE eer wets 


tn 


A BPA TET RETR SEAR Lap BSN TTY Oh Bag pg yf 
Shane SY tars Lyn Vea aes 


Te rte le 

MARTE ENTS FA Pog OLE Se Are Re teh eS roe 

4 . YF , ‘ + 
SID ht Rel n ae . 
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V. Other abbreviations 





Full Title 
(1) 
Acknowledge 
Addressed 
Adjutant 


Administration or Administrative 


Advance or Advanced 


Advanced Dressing Station 
Advanced Landing Ground 

Air Defence es 
Air Intelligence Liaison Officer A 
Ambulance. 

Ammunition 


Ammunition Point or Armout "Piercing 


Ammunition railhead 
Ammunition refilling point . 
Anti-Aircraft or Army Act:. 
Anti-tank .. a 
Appendix 

Armoured .. 

Armoured car : 
Armoured fighting vehicle 
Army book 

Army co-operation squadron 
Army Council Instruction 
Army form.. 

Army order 

Army routine order 

Army troops 

Artillery 


_ Artillery reconnaissance es 


Attached 
Battalion 


_ Battery 


Battery commander : 
Battery quarter-master serj jeant, 
Battery serjeant-major 
Bombardier : 

Bomber (aeroplane) 

Branch field pores office 

Bridge » 

Brigade  .. oe 





Abbreviatior 
(2) 


Ack. 
Addsd. 
Adjt. 
Adm. 
Adv. 
AD:S: 
A.L.G. 
A.D. 
A.I.L.O. 
Amb. 
Amn. 
A.P. 
ARH: 
AEREP: 
AVA, 
ATK 
Appx. 
Armd. 
Armd. C. 


SAGE. 


A.B. 
A.C. Sqn. 


TALC.I. 


A.F. 
AO: 
A.R.O. 
A. Tps. 
Arty. 
Arty. R. 
Att. 
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~ Full Title ~ Abbreviation. 
: (1) eo | (2) 

ee ee 

Brigadier . a = _ ae Brig. 

Captain Capt. 

BarePost.. =... Cee: 

Casualty clearing station... ECS 

Cavalry... = an Cav. 

Cavalry Armoured Car Regiment 

(Squadron) : & a Cav. Armd. C. 

Fae Regt. (Sqn.) © 
“@ Chaplain to the Forces: . see = CFS. | 

_ Chief Ordnance Mechanical Engineer .. C.O.M.E, 

_ Ghief Ordnance Officer. : a C.0.0. 

_ Colonel Col. 
Column : ~Coln. 
Command, Commander or r Commanding ~Comd. 
Commanding officer Se ; Gi0r= 

_ Communication Comn, 

| Company ©. Coy. 

| Company quarter-master serj eant C.Q.M.S, 

_ Company serjeant maior: C:S.M. 

s Gorporal .. Cpl. 

_ Corps routine order C.R.O. 

| rps troops se C. Tps. 

_ Counter - battery or Confinement: to z 

'  DBarracks ze ie 3 G=B} 

F Counter-battery officer C.B.O. 

| Counter Beton CR. Prep. 

© Goss roads A. ds. 

E Decontamination . i3.~ Decn: =: 

_ Defence Electric Light “D.E.E 

_ Delivery point D:R: 
Despatch rider: .. D.R. 
Despatch rider letter ‘service D:R-E:S 

™ Detachment. Det. 

me Direction finding . ~ DE: 
Deector of Engineer Stores Service D.E.S. 
Director-General of Medical Services D.G.M.S 
Dzector-General of Hfeuspertation 

Services . eS oe | DAG tin, 

Deector of Docks Service: _ D. Docks 
Derector of Works * D. of W. 
Dzector of Graves Registration. . DiGERE: 
Duector of Hirings Service | D.Hgs.. 








55 


Full Title 
(1) 
Director of Hygiene _ . 
Director of. Inland Water = ransport 
Service .. ks Smita tite Ti 
‘ Director of Labour Service fo Ss 
Director of Light Railways =... .. 
Director of Medical Services: 2: 2.7... 
Director of Ordnance Services .. 3% 
- Director of Army Postal Services - 3 
Director of Printing and Stationery 
Servicesin <5 Sees a 5s Pa 
Director of Railways _.. ERS is 
Director of Remounts .. scee Ses 
Director of Supplies and Transport aah 
Director of Survey ets Sas ah: 
Director of Veterinary Services ie ee 
ADISCEICG se sere Faces Pee ace a 
District: court-martial = °° 33. = ees 
Divisional:or Division... sssenes taker 
Divisional routine OIGers< 52s Ses 
sDYagOON a ieee Seis aes Ss 
Driver or drummer Prego eee 
Echelon = 223773 wed age thes 
Embarkation medical officer- Spee ies See 
Embarkation staff officer .. ... s. 
Establishment =3s-3 22S ae 
Exclusive .. Fee oes ae 
Field eaten Bee eet sa 2 
Field general court-martial oe fe 
BicldHiysiene Section 2 t4.2 ses 
Field marshal Ae De ie eles aaa 
pHield- Services. 32u ¢ en, Meee as 
Field Service Regulations =. ASE 
Fighter (aeroplane) in a ae 
Flash-spotting sis. SS a 
Petes ! sh teste Seta & 
Foremost defended localities Peete Slakee 
Forward .. Sein t res Gn evecare oe 
Forward observation officer Seog age ete 
MuSiierse ee es eS sete Secs 
General see ks <2 Beira eran, 
General court-martial .. a : 


General Officer Commanding (-in-Chief) _ 








Abbreviation 


eee) 


GCM. 
-C.0.C. (-in-C 













| Abbreviation = 






















: ae 
General routine order G. R. O. 
General Service Or gepetal Staff. GS; 
Group i =Gpe = 
Guard - Gd sr = 
Se eeidsman Gdsm. 
© Ganner —-2. + Gnre ee 
= Headquarters: 3 OES. 
eee Eo Ey Se: 
eae Peplosive or “Horizontal Equivalent HE 
| Horse drawn - .. a a oe De ece Site: : 
_ Horsed transport . HET ee OS < 
| Hospital ate. es Hosp. RD 
e E Howitzer “How. = 
| Hrcharge of 4/6328 
. Enclusive 2. —., ees Incl. eS 
siehiaen SAGES eee 
teresting Ordnance Officer el Sa OIO’ Se: 
igence Officer . EO SIRES 
ie ommunication ~Intercomn, — 
) Jeaction ~..- June, SS 
_ L2ace-Bombardier Se /Bdr == 
© Lance- -Corporal L/Cpl = 
at “SE Sit? 
= £zaison officer ~ LQ; 
_ Exestenant sett ee Lieut 
| Esstenant-Colonel es = EE-Cok! 
peat General. at -Gen. 
ent Aid Detachment | AE ACD& ERE 
. Lsht machine gun - ‘ 1S MGSs » 
ime or lines of communication - a3 “EOE 
_ ime telegraphy .. LT. 
E C2CU NF M.G, 
P Biain Being station ee M.D.S. 
| 2 E akior = Maj. -2SSensY 
| Bjor -general | Maj.-Gen, 
) Mechanical transport or motor transport MiT Skee 
e =e ive ss SG ~ Mech, 
_ Medical officer SM Oe 
: Median He = ee Med. 
se Sp aise sstisiaesceiins 
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Full Title : 3 Abbreviation 
(1) | 2) 

Meeting point or ee Police ec M.P. 
Miles in the hour .. ; gk Se ses m.i.h.. 
Miles per hour... she Ae Onc pie [= ses 
Military foreman of works - me M.F.W. 
Military forwarding officer err ia ees elo MRO: 
Military landing officer .. os =, M.L.O. 
Mobile veterinary section “A i Mob. Vet. Se 
Mobilizationzor mobile =..00 53.2.2... Mob. ~ 
Motor ambulance convoy . SiS M.A.C. 
Motor cycle or Movement control is M.C. 
Movement control OHICSE Iai hie M.C.O. 
Mounted .. os nee see es Mtd. 
Muzzle velocity .. .. ee m.v. 
Non-commissioned officer eS se N.G:O; 
Observation post .. ne ae aS Be OP: 
Officer en Ti stem Sete a Ofir. 
‘Officer: commanding==:*; 525.435 "25 ©.G; 


Officer-in-charge .. .. 7s. oe Ozi/c: 
Officers’ Training Corps .._ Si fever Ord Ge 
Operation order .. ss ee a ©:03-: 


Ordnance mechanical engineer .. .._—- |. O.MLE. 
~-Ordnance:,-.:. se are. se sme Ord. 

= Otherrankstse 2s as ede, ocak O.R. 
Paragraph .. sie Stine op oe abe Para. 
Parachute troops.. ¢ .. Si = Paratps. 
Park ae pec en cee, oe a Pk, 

- Paymaster ee ee es cs Pr; 
Paymaster-in-Chief Sis Nome SS Pmr.-in-C. 
Petrol Se we a we ee Pet: 
Petrol point = Soc aiete cee erates 


Pétrolerailthead “ives + P.R.H. 
Petrol refilling point... iia soso a eat ee eda 


Photographic reconnaissance... ee Ph.--R. 
Pioneer Saat ee F. ae Ss -Pnr. 
Platoon eae Seon a a Pi. 
Point Se se ie Se etre a Pt. 
Position .. ee E s Seed Posn, 
Post office .. ats oe a a PQ; 
Pounder... sdohiereties i ss Le 
Principal chaplain oe Be a Bioeng PC: 


Printing and Stationery Service. . oe P.S.S; 
‘Prisoners of war .. _ .. oe $eces| Seebs Wes 





Full Title 


SS oe 
ae OE 


Private as ee os wee 
ETOVOSE Sf cs : 
Provost marshal 


| & er-master 

E Quarter-master-serjeant . 

F Radio-telephony . 

_ Railhead ordnance officer 
Railhead supply officer 

|Railway ..: 

| Railway telegraph — 

_ Railway traffic officer ee 
_ Reconnaissance or Reconnoitre . . 
Bevery Ese 
Reserve... 

E Reference ee 


_ Regiment... 
_ Bezimental aid post 


_ Regimental serj eant-major : 
_ Eezimental pees wate atica eant - 
ge7ZVOUuS 7 = 


B Bepeated 


_ Representative 





_-Sezresentative fraction o or ‘Range finder 


i 4 an. 

4 

- Rounds per gun per minute 
- Routine order ~ 









peeling pout or Rules of cee 

Sot nore 

_ Seater 4 

» Section oo 

Senior Chaplain to the Forces 
| Senior supply officer 

_ Segjean 

: = Sae 

3 | Stenal : 

| Stenalman . 

 Senals 


_ S2ll arm ammunition 
| Sound Tanging 
2 


ia 





_ Royal Warrant for 3 pay and promotion. 


Abbreviation 
(2) 
Pte. 


-+Pro; 
EM: 


5B 








ee Pees se BULL Le 1 Abbreviation 
aes (eee (2) 
Squadron .. = Geeta $55. 3) sSque : 
Squadron leader .. ~ .-. See es Sqn. Ldr. ~ 
Squadron quarter-master-serje eant .¢ >| Ogre O. MESS 
- Squadron serjeant-maj Ors ets F Sqn. 5. M. 
Staff officer oe ae arto d Gennes OF . 
Staff quarter-master-serjeant se eee Si Q- M.S. 
Staff-serjeant  . a sh eS SESE 
Staff serjeant-major - = .. we ‘S:S.M.- 
Starting point .... ee an eee ee Ses womans 
station.24% 23 rede ate -% fa sta. 
| Supply. oe ei cect, oct ee EOUpe = 
aes 3 -Strategical reconnaissance AIS Strat. R. 
3 Supply officer: ... ats ee ee ‘oup; 0: 
Supply point =... Ce as a Sup. 
Supply railhead.-.. +. ss se S.RE. 
Supply refilling point .. ae ie S:R:P- 
Tactical reconnaissance ee Paes ca SD back 
Territorial Army. . 4 os SERRE AS 
Tractor drawn  .. ere oe sere EDs 
Traffic control post — sie “ at ola. P. 
Transport .. Giger ed Beer .cate aoe Tpt. 
Transport Officer —si.5 7-5 ss oe = EiOle <2 
SETOOp ss..2 30's oe oS we er Tp. 
Trooper. = 6%: Sie eestor 3 pre. 
Trumpeter. 2b) Sei ee een eae ele AL ets 
_ Vehicles to. the mile Sees ESS ETE MS 
; Vertical interval .. = .. ss ss V.I. 
Veterinary evacuating station paisa sie V.ES. 
Veterinary officer... -  «. SRC So PLE SOS Ss 
Visual signalling .. eee ee So Nef Ose ot 
Walking wounded collecting post eae W.W.C.P. 
: _ War establishment aA iaces are W.E. 
' Wireless telegraphy —_. . we ae Spar y= |e We few 
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- APPENDIX VI = st 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ALLOTMENT | 

| OF CODE NAMES IN THE FIELD | 
Responsibility for allotment 


1. The general staif (Intelligence Branch) is responsible for - 
the allotment of code names for the use of formations and units | 


in the field force, including units of the R.A.F. component, 


9. Since the general use of code names is chiefly confined | 
to divisional areas (see Sec. 22), it -follows that there will 


be many non-divisional units in back areas to which the 
allotment of code names will be unnecessary. Should any = 
such unit be moved into a divisional area, the formation ~ 
ordering the move will ensure that the unit is allotted a code — 


name from spares unallotted in the corps troops Of divisional 


list: concerned. : 


8. Code names will be allotted to the headquarters, rear 


headquarters and signal centres of corps, divisions, cavalry - 
and tank brigades; to infantry brigade H.Q. and to their. 
- signal centres if necessary. Code names may be allotted to 
the headquarters R.A., R.E., and R.A.S.C., and services when | 


the volume of traffic justifies it. Clear and code names will 
however NEVER be used together. 


In the case of the following units they will be allotted as ‘ 


under :— =—- Peed 
Cavalry and Royal Armoured Corps down to Squadrons and 
, : 345 = Companies: 
Royal Artillery eo - Ss ee Battenies. 
Royal Engineers yy) or  Comrpanies. 
Infantry Battalions “3 Companies = 
: : {Armoured — 
Division 
aoe : | cnly). 
- Machine Gun Battalions : (oe Machme= 
Gun 
. 7 oe Companies. 
= Royal Army Service Corps +9» ~~ COnApanies 
, a Columns, ~ 
-- Royal Army Medi€al Corps Sse meld 
Ambulances. 


In-all other units code names will be allotted to the head- 
quarters only. considered essential code names may in 


exceptional circumstances be allotted to individual officers . 


from the spare names available. . 


¢ 
Ne ° 
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4. In order to reduce the possibility and extent of a compro- 
mise of the order of battle, which would result from the 
loss or capture of such lists, divisional headquarters and forma- 
tions forward of these headquarters will not be issued with 
the complete lists of the whole force. They will receive 
lists containing only those code names of their own formation 
and units and the necessary names of flanking and co-operating 
formations and units. 

5. Principles of allotment | 

Block lists of code. names will be issued in two lists, one 
prepared in haphazard order and the other in alphabetical 
order. Each block list will contain 100 code names. which 
should be sufficient to meet the requirements of a division 
including the necessary spares. ae 

As one of the main reasons for the use of code names is 
to conceal the identity and composition of formations and 
units, it is essential that code names should not be allotted 


on any methodical system. For this reason and to assist 


encoding, code names will therefore invariably be allotted 
using the haphazard order list and the formation’s order 
of battle. The last 10 spare names on the list in haphazard 
order for each division will be reserved for use by that division. 
Any allotments from these spares which may be made by 
division will be notified to all concerned. Toassist in decoding 
a corresponding list showing code nanies in alphabetical 
order will also be prepared. 


6. Relief of formations and units 


In order to assist in concealing reliefs, the relieving formation 
or unit will normally be ordered to take over the existing 
code name of the outgoing troops. 


7. Changes of code names 


Changes of code names will be ordered by the general 
staff, as frequently as is found necessary and will be made 
at irregular intervals. As changes of code names must be 
accompanied by a change of wireless frequencies and wireless 
call signs, the general staff will co-ordinate these changes 
in consultation with the signal officer in chief or the senior 
signal officer of the formation concegned. 


8. To enable changes to be made with the minimum delay, 


- and to allow a change to be effected within formations where 


necessary, an alternative allotment of code names will be 


prepared in advance. At least one such alternative will be 


issued down to divisional headquarters where the lists will 


tulinniiaaae?” 


ahanclnenmedied ES ERs eT Sk 
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be retained ready for issue. To effect a complete change 


. of code names within | a corps a period of 15 hours should : 
~ be allowed. 


9; Distribution of. lists. 


At the headquarters of corps and higher formations, where — 
the use of code names is restricted, the issue of code name 


lists will be confined to the intelligence branch of the general 
staff, to officers authorized to frank “emergency. operation 
messages and to the signal and cipher offices. 


10. In calculating the distribution care must be taken to 
include the requirements of staffs, signal offices, and cipher 
personnel. A sufficient ee of spare copics should. also 
be issued. 


11.-A guide as to the scale of issue to signal. offices iS given 


as. under :— 


i. Each signal office down to fiaetnsive) corps head- 
quarters, should receive from its formation head- 


3 quarters three complete lists of the force. 
ii. Each headquarters of divisional signals should receive 


from its formation headquarters sixteen copies - 


of its own corps and divisional lists.- 


iii. Each brigade signal office should ° receive - from’ its 
-, formation headquarters two divisional lists and _ 


extracts from the corps list to include all Royal 
Artillery (including Survey) and machine gun units 
in the divisional area, whether under command 
or in support of the division. 


iv. Each unit signal office (or sub- unit with R [2 \ should 


list. 


v. Each R/T. terminal should receive from its' signal — 


office the code names of certain other R/T. 


terminals. The number necessary for each . 
_-terminal varies. In Royal Artillery it will — 


necessarily be generous and must include the code 


names of the infantry brigade (and battalions) — 
with which the regiment is working, together  . 
with the codé names: of other Royal Artillery. — 


units in or working with, the divisional artillery. 


12: M ethod of allotment and issue.. 


Code names will be allotted and. issued as in the following 
Table A. | 2 3 


‘en 
f seo 


receive from. unit Headquarters one divisional 


‘ 
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